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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the elements and basic concepts of Anglo-Saxon Common Law. This course will focus on the following topics:

*Constitutional Law
*Criminal Law
*Criminal Procedure
*Evidence

*Torts


*Contracts

*Civil Procedure
*Property


2.  OBJECTIVEs
GENERAL OBJECTIVES:

The general objective for this course is to have students understand the basic principles of the Anglo-Saxon common law system by initially exposing them to the United States Constitution and its Bill of Rights, and then extrapolating from the “Highest Law of the Land” the multiplicity of laws applicable both at the Federal and State government levels. Also, the student will become familiar with “case law” and its applicable precedence which makes up a large bulk of American common Law.
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:
The specific objective in this course is to have students “think like lawyers” and to distinguish with discernible clarity between common law state systems and civil code state systems. Further, the student will attain a basic understanding of fundamental laws in the areas of civil and criminal law and procedure required for its proper function under its constitutionally mandated “due process.” Finally, the student should master the fundamental legal concepts of contracts, property, and torts to the necessary competency level required for taking future advanced legal courses.
3. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE

	DATE

&

SESSION
	SPECIFIC
COMPETENCIES
	CONTENT
	NON
CONTACT

HOURS
	ASSESSMENT

	
	Subject(s) Covered
	Assignmnets
	Hours of Study
	Evaluation

	Week # 1

Sept 3
	Introduction, Policies and Course Description
	None: Research Project Information Given
	0
	Class Lecture

	Week # 1
Sept 4
	The United States Constitution: Three Branches of Government
	Supplement #2
Pages 2-40
	3 hours
	Class Lecture
Socratic Recitation



	Week # 1
Sept 5

	How a Bill is Passed into Law: Checks and Balance System
	Supplement #2
Pages 40-61
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 1
Sept 6
	The Bill of Rights: Constitutional Protection
	Text 45-86
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 2

Sept 10
	Research Assignment Due Today
Criminal Law Classification
	Text 1-9 & 248-252
Supplement 1-19
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 2

Sept 11
	Criminal Law
Homicide
	Text 252-258
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 2
Sept 12
	Crimes Against the Person and Crimes against Property
	Supplement 37-49
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 2
Sept 13
	Criminal Law Defenses
	Text 258-260
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 3

Sept 17
	Criminal Procedure
4th and 5th Amendments
	Supplement 49-55
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 3

Sept 18
	Criminal Procedure

7th and 8th Amendments
	Supplement 75-121
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 3
Sept 19
	Litigation Process
	Text 87-116
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 3
Sept 20
	Drafting the Pleading and Answer
	Handout Set
Class Project
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 4

Sept 24
	Jury Selection Process
	Handout Set

Class Project
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 4

Sept 25
	Direct and Cross Examination
(Evidence and Witnesses)
	Handout Set

Class Project
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 4
Sept 26
	REVIEW MIDTERM
	REVIEW MIDTERM
	REVIEW MIDTERM
	REVIEW MIDTERM

	Week # 4
Sept 27
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM

	Week # 5

Oct 1
	Litigation Process
	Text 117-132
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 5

Oct 2
	Hearsay, Topics on Evidence
	Supplement 125-129
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 5
Oct 3
	Civil Procedure
	Handout Set 1
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 5
Oct 4

	Torts: Intentional and Introduction to Negligence
	Text 133-154
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 6

Oct 8
	Torts: Negligente and Strict Liability
	Text 155-170
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 6

Oct 9
	Torts: Causation, Warranties and Products Liability
	Handout Set 2
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 6
 Oct 10
	Torts: Defamation, Misrepresentation, False Light
	Handout Set 3
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 6
Oct 11
	Contracts, Offer, Acceptance and Consideration
	Text 171-192
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 7

Oct 15
	Mistake,
Misrepresentation,

Breach
	Text 193-204
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 7

Oct 16
	Remedies (Types of Damages)
	Handout Set 4
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 7
Oct 17
	Property, Freehold, Estates, Landlord and Tenant Intro.
	Text 205-222
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 7
Oct 18
	Property,
Eminent Domain, 5th Amendment Due Process
	Text 223-240
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 8

Oct 22
	REVIEW
	REVIEW
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 8

Oct 23
	FINAL EXAM
	FINAL EXAM
	FINAL EXAM
	FINAL EXAM

	Week # 8

Oct 24
	Considering Grades
	Considering Grades
	Consider Grades
	Considering Grades


4. METHODOLOGY
This survey will be treated and conducted like a law school class in the English speaking world. Therefore, in addition to a midterm and final exam, students will be called upon to provide recitation of facts and case materials. The choice of recitation is random and students will be required to be prepared at each and every class period. In addition to the Socratic method of case recitation, lecture, group discussions and practical exercises will be conducted in class.
5. ASSESSMENT

Midterm Exam:  25%


Assignments:  25%

Final Exam:  25%   


Class Participation: 25%                                                   
6. BIBLIOGRAPHY
REQUIRED TEXT : Law 101, Feinman Jay
Supplement #1: Law in America, A Short History, Friedman, Lawrence M.
Supplement #2: Our American Government, Congressman Dennos J. Kucinich
Copies at the University’s Library
WEBLIOGRAPHY:


General Legal Terms: http://legal-dictionary.com
7. FACULTY INFORMATION
Name: Xavier Espinel J.D.
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