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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION  

The course provides a basic introduction to the field of international law: the rules, standards, institutions, norms, and procedures that regulate interaction between nation states, and between states and individuals. The course deals, inter alia, with the nature and sources of international law, state responsibility, the law of treaties, the use force, the peaceful resolution of international disputes, the role of international organizations, and select substantive areas of international law, such as the laws governing the protection of human rights and international criminal law.
2. CLASS OBJECTIVE
GENERAL OBJECTIVE:

This course will expose students to a brief historical account from early nineteenth-century to twentieth-first century international relations between nation-states. The course will focus on two main areas of Public International Law: International Human Rights and International Trade Law. It will look closely at the United Nations (International Law Commission – ILC) and Security Council’s role in enacting and enforcing treaties dealing with human quality of life and business trade agreements.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE:
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the basic concepts and principles of International Law, identify the mechanisms employed by the United Nations to deal with international disputes, critically analyze the reasoning and judgment of the International Court of Justice, and understand the main features of the international security system and the law governing the use of force by states as established by the UN Charter. 

3.  COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE

	DATE
&

SESSION
	SPECIFIC 
COMPETENCIES
	CONTENTS /

NON-CONTACT

HOURS (96 HRS.)
	ASSESSMENT

	
	Subject(s) to be covered
	Assignment & number of allotted hours-specify pages
	How assignment will be evaluated

	3-12

WK 1
	Introduction; policies; course expectations
	
	

	3-13

WK 1
	The Nature of International Law
	Historical introduction; the law of the int. political system, pp. xxvii-xxxvi; 

1-16
	Class discussion

	3-14

WK1
	The Nature of International Law
	International law as law; contemporary perspectives, pp. 16-55
	Class discussion

	3-15

WK 1
	Sources of International Law: Custom
	pp. 56-68; 77-86; 92-100
	Class discussion

	3-19

WK2
	Treaties; General Principles of Law; Subsidiary Means; Soft-Law
	pp. 108-111; 118-125; 131-142; 154-158
	Class discussion

	3-20

WK 2
	Case 1: Military and Paramilitary Activities against Nicaragua; Case 2: Corfu Channel Case

	
	Presentation; group discussion

	3-21

WK 2
	International Law and Municipal Law
	General considerations; US Act of State Doctrine; other States, pp. 160-162; 180-181; 188; 238-245
	Class discussion

	3-22

WK 2
	States and International Law; Jurisdiction
	Statehood; acquisition of territory, pp. 249-258; 315-316
	Class discussion

	3-26

WK 3
	International Organizations; NGOs; Transnational Corporations Under Int. Law
	pp. 359-380; pp 384-385; pp. 421-424
	Class discussion

	3-27

WK 3
	The United Nations Organization
	Charter of the United Nations, Basic Documents Supplement, pp. 1-25
	Lecture; class discussion

	3-28

WK 3
	Security Council Reform
	*Essay: The Illusion of UN Security Council Reform, pp. 147-161
	Group discussion; debate

	4-2

WK 4
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM

	4-3

WK 4
	The Law of Treaties
	Definition and governing law; conclusion and entry into force; reservations, pp. 451-458; 467-68; 470-477; 477-478; 483-496
	Class discussion

	4-4

WK 4
	The Law of Treaties
	Observance, application, and interpretation; invalidity, pp. 496-499; 507-515; 522-524; 532-537; 539-541; 553-557
	Class discussion

	4-5

WK 4
	Dispute Settlement
	pp. 820-840
	Class discussion

	4-9

WK 5
	Dispute Settlement, The International Court of Justice
	Contentious jurisdiction; advisory jurisdiction; specialized international tribunals, pp. 854-865; 891-897; 902-903; 913-919

Basic Documents Supplement: Statute of the Int. Court of Justice, pp. 27-39
	Class discussion

	4-10

WK 5
	Case 3. Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons
	pp. 909-911
	Presentation, group discussion

	4-11

WK 5
	International Responsibility and Remedies
	General principles; countermeasures; reparations, pp. 684-704; 708-714; 729-732
	Class discussion

	4-12

WK 5
	International Law and Use of Force
	Overview; the law of the Charter; intervention in internal conflicts; collective use of force, pp. 920-980; 980-1004; 1006-1043; 1043-1054
	Class discussion

	4-16

WK 6
	Human Rights
	Basic Documents Supplement: The International Bill of Rights, pp. 165-186
	Class discussion

	4-17

WK 6
	Criminal Liability of Individuals: International Criminal Law, The International Criminal Court
	pp. 1314-1340; 1367-1382
	Class discussion

	4-18

WK 6
	Outer Space and Polar Regions; Review final 
	pp. 1558-1572
	Class discussion

	
	
	
	


4. METHODOLOGY
This survey will be treated and conducted like a law school class in the English speaking world.  Therefore, in addition to a final exam and mid-term exam, students will be called upon to provide recitation of facts and case materials.  The choice of recitation is random and students will be required to be prepared at each and every class period.  In addition to the Socratic method of case recitation, lecture, group discussions and practical exercises will be conducted in class.

5. ASSESSMENT
Midterm exam:  25%
  

Pop Quizzes: 25%

Final Exam:       25%


Class Participation: 25%

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY:

MAIN TEXTBOOK(s):
Damrosch, Lori F. et al., eds., International Law: Cases and Materials (American Casebook Series). 4th Edition, West Group, 2001, 1678 pp.  and its Basic Documents Supplement. 
COMPLEMENTARY  BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Thomas G. Weiss, The Illusion of UN Security Council Reform, The Washington Quarterly, Autumn 2003

Nico Krisch, Review Essay: Legality, Morality and the Dilemma of Humanitarian Intervention After Kosovo, European Journal of International Law, Vol. 13, 2002
USEFUL WEBSITES FOR RESEARCH IN INTERNATIONAL LAW:

United Nations: www.un.org
International Court of Justice: www.icj-cij.org
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: www.unhchr.ch
Legal Definitions:  http://www.legalsouth.com/legalterms_a_e.html
Helpful Legal Link:  www.findlaw.com
7. TEACHER INFORMATION:
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Chapel Hill- University of North Carolina
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New England Law School

Membership to the Florida Bar
Member since 1995

Phi Beta Kappa Honors Society 
Member since 1991

E-Mail:  XavierEspinel@aol.com

