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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course provides a basic introduction to the field of Tort law: A negligent or intentional civil wrong not arising out of a contract or statute. These include "intentional torts" such as battery or defamation, and torts for negligence. Other tort subjects covered are:

*Strict Liability

*Negligence

*Intentional Torts

*Defamation


*Misrepresentation
*Theory of Damages

2. CLASS OBJECTIVE
GENERAL OBJECTIVES:

This course will expose students to the often invisible world of torts where the “duty of reasonable care” like transparent strands connect society together on a great web of right and duty the violation of which result in often unforeseen damages. The student will explore this invisible web and realize that human beings owe each other far more than anticipated by the untrained mind of the non-attorney.
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the basic concepts and principals Tort law, including but not limited to: breaking apart negligence into basic components, comprehend the fine line which divides civil from criminal cases, and go beyond simple memorized theory to common sense “think like a lawyer” understanding of damages.
3. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE

	DATE

&

SESSION
	SPECIFIC
COMPETENCIES
	CONTENT
	NON
CONTACT

HOURS
	ASSESSMENT

	
	Subject(s) Covered
	Assignmnets
	Hours of Study
	Evaluation

	Week # 1

Sept 3
	Introduction, Policies and Course Description
	None: Research Project Information Given
	0
	Class Lecture

	Week # 1
Sept 4
	Defining Tort Law
Objectives and Theories of Tort Liability
	Text: 1-25
	3 hours
	Class Lecture
Socratic Recitation



	Week # 1
Sept 5

	Standard of Care
Recognizing Degrees of Care in Tort Cases
	Text 179-215
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 1
Sept 6
	Defining Negligence
	Text 217-253
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 2

Sept 10
	Contributory Negligence
	Text 255-279
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 2

Sept 11
	Understanding Vicarious Liability
	Text 281-309
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 2
Sept 12
	Elements of Damages in Negligence
	Text 153-173
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 2
Sept 13
	Strict Liability
Overview
	Text 328-370
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 3

Sept 17
	Product Liability Cases Applied
	Text 371-400
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 3

Sept 18
	Product Liability Defenses (Tampering)
	Text 400-456
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 3
Sept 19
	Intentional Tort

Understanding the Civil/Criminal Divide
	Handout Set 1
Text 26-62
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 3
Sept 20
	Defenses Available
Overview

Comparative Negligence
	Text 500-545
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 4

Sept 24
	Assumption of the Risk. (Complete Defense)
	Text 641-655
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 4

Sept 25
	The Prima Facie Case in Torts
	Text 26-49
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 4
Sept 26
	REVIEW MIDTERM
	REVIEW MIDTERM
	REVIEW MIDTERM
	REVIEW MIDTERM

	Week # 4
Sept 27
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM
	MIDTERM EXAM

	Week # 5

Oct 1
	Compensation Systems in Torts
	Text 458-520
	3 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 5

Oct 2
	The Good Samarithan Rules and Immunity
	Text 545-600
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 5
Oct 3
	The Reasonable Person Standard
	Text 655-700
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 5
Oct 4

	Act and Omission in light of Duty of Reasonable Care
	Text 700-740
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 6

Oct 8
	What is Foreseeability and the Plasgraf Case Decision
	Text 745-800
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 6

Oct 9
	The Change of Causation
	Text 800- 825
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 6
 Oct 10
	Judge´s Learned Hand Formula to determine Duty
	Text 825-850
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 6
Oct 11
	Misrepresentation
	Text 855-890
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 7

Oct 15
	Defamation
	Text 900-955
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation

	Week # 7

Oct 16
	Invasion of Privacy
	Text 1000-1065
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 7
Oct 17
	Types of Damages
Overview
	Text 1065-1070
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 7
Oct 18
	Compensatory Damages, (Pain and Suffering), and Punitive Damages
	Text 1070-1125
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 8

Oct 22
	REVIEW
	REVIEW
	4 hours
	Class Lecture

Socratic Recitation



	Week # 8

Oct 23
	FINAL EXAM
	FINAL EXAM
	FINAL EXAM
	FINAL EXAM

	Week # 8

Oct 24
	Considering Grading
	Considering Grading
	Consider

Grading
	Considering Grading


4. METHODOLOGY
This survey will be treated and conducted like a law school class in the English speaking world. Therefore, in addition to a midterm and final exam, students will be called upon to provide recitation of facts and case materials. The choice of recitation is random and students will be required to be prepared at each and every class period. In addition to the Socratic method of case recitation, lecture, group discussions and practical exercises will be conducted in class.
5. ASSESSMENT

Midterm Exam:  25%


Assignments:  25%

Final Exam:  25%   


Class Participation: 25%                                                   
6. BIBLIOGRAPHY
REQUIRED TEXT: Torts: Cases and Materials by Page Keeton and Robert Keeton
SUGGESTED READING: Tort Law by Kaimipono d. Wenger, Esq.
Copies at the University’s Library
WEBLIOGRAPHY:


General Legal Terms: http://legal-dictionary.com
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Chapel Hill- University of North Carolina

Bachelors in Humanities


Chapel Hill- University of North Carolina
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Emory University- Georgia

Membership to the Florida Bar

Member since 1995

Phi Beta Kappa Honors Society

Member since 1991
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