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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Course designed to provide the student the legal structure to comprehend the reasons why different agreements are created in International Commerce.
2. OBJECTIVES  

a. General

The objective of this course is to expose the student to the international legal structure of the world of commerce, and to prepare the student for participating in international trade with the tools needed to be competitive. 
b. Specific

- Learn the relevant legal issues such as patents and trademarks
- Understand the legal responsibility involve on the Inco terms

- Understand the advantages and disadvantages of arbitration 

- Be able to develop good international contracts
3. GENERAL METHODOLOGY
Class work will be based on summaries and notes provided by the teacher or available at the copy shop. These are used by the students as a guide allowing them to interact in class.  Individual and group homework will be sent and will be later discussed in class.  A class project will be assigned with the purpose of developing the students’ research skills, writing ability, and creativity.  Periodical tests will be taken to evaluate the students’ work. Business cases will be assigned and evaluated considering all points of view. 
4. CLASS SCHEDULE AND WORKLOAD BREAKDOWN
	DATE
	Specific competences
	CONTENT
	HOMEWORK 

(96 HRS.)
	EVALUATION
	# OF PAGES

	
	
	Subject(s) to be covered
	Assignment & number of allotted hours-specify pages
	How assignment will be evaluated
	Reading Control

	MAY 2
	
	Introduction and Reading Control: Articles from teacher
	Complete questions  (2 Hrs) 
	Class Review
	78

	MAY 3
	Identify the type of law system a country use and the impact on business.
	Nature and Sources of Law
	
	
	

	MAY 7
	
	The Court Systems
	
	
	

	MAY 8
	
	The Legal Environment of International Trade
	Concepts: Law, Rights (2 Hrs.)  
	Class Review
	

	MAY 9
	
	Quiz # 1
	Concepts: Duties, Courts (2 Hrs.)  
	Quiz
	

	MAY 10
	
	Organic Law:  Political Constitution and Standards
	Analysis of the case   (4 Hrs.)
	Take Home
	20

	MAY 14

	Apply the customs regulations in specific countries or commercial blocks 
	Fundamental Obligations Related to Customs
	
	
	

	MAY 15
	
	Administrative Organisms and Service
	
	
	

	MAY 16
	
	Quiz # 2 and Reading Control: Business Law
	Characteristics of Law   (4 Hrs.)
	Quiz
	41-95
=55

	MAY 17
	Use patents and trademark laws as and advantage to create competitive advantage in the global market
	Patents and trademark copies,
	Analysis of the copies   (4 Hrs.)
	Take Home
	 33

	MAY 21
	
	Patent and trademark explanation
	
	
	

	MAY 22
	Show the abilities and knowledge obtained during the first period of class
	Project presentation
	Legal Organizations (20 Hrs.)  
	Class Presentation
	25

	MAY 23
	
	Mid Term
	
	
	

	MAY 24
	Propose trading options given by the International Chamber of commerce
	International Chamber of Commerce
	Origin, goal, etc.   (3 Hrs.)
	Class Review
	

	MAY 28
	
	International Chamber of Commerce 
	
	
	

	MAY 29
	
	International Chamber of Commerce
	Characteristics (4 Hrs.)
	Class Review
	

	MAY 30
	
	Quiz # 3 and Reading Control: Business Law
	Analysis of the cases   (6 Hrs.)
	Quiz
	102-146
=45

	MAY 31
	Apply the Inco terms as a legal tool to develop good business opportunities
	Inco terms 
	
	
	

	JUN 4
	
	CAN
	Analysis of the agreement  (3 Hrs.)
	Class Review
	

	JUN 5
	Apply the knowledge of maquila & free Trade zones as a legal tool to develop good business opportunities
	Maquila & Free Trade Zones
	
	
	

	JUN 6
	
	Quiz # 4 and Reading Control: Articles from teacher
	Study articles (4 Hrs.)
	Take Home
	30

	JUN 7
	
	International Leasing 
	Legal Status (4 Hrs.)
	Class Review 
	20

	JUN 11
	Apply the concept of Joint Ventures as a legal tool to develop good business opportunities
	Joint Ventures
	Analysis of the cases   (6 Hrs.)
	Class Review
	198-249
=52

	JUN 12
	
	International Sub Contracts
	
	
	

	JUN 13
	Apply Arbitration and mediation as an alternative to solve legal disputes in the international environment
	Arbitration and Mediation
	Analyze comparison (3Hrs.)
	Take Home
	

	JUN 14
	
	Legal Articles
	
	
	

	JUN 18
	
	Quiz # 5 and Reading Control: Business Law
	
	
	147-201
=54

	JUN 19
	
	Exercises & Cases
	Analysis of the cases   (6 Hrs.)
	Class Review
	30

	JUN 20
	
	Projects
	A legal web page   (20 Hrs.)
	Class Presentation
	30

	JUN 21
	
	Final exam
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Pages
	472


5. EVALUATION 

	Grading: 0 – 100% possible;  0 – 69.4% = Failure


In compliance with UEES policy, half of the grade in this course comes from the two written examinations and the other half comes from the other graded activities in the following manner:   Homework 20%; Oral Evaluations 20%; Class Participation 10%; Midterm & Final Exams 50%. A standardized exam will be used for the Final Exam.

Class Participation

     Please be considerate of your classmates by avoiding disruptions such as side conversations and other noise or distractions. I reserve the right to dismiss any student from class for the balance of the day for causing disruptions that interfere with classroom discussion. Ongoing problems will be referred to the appropriate disciplinary body.


6. CLASSROOM POLICIES 

	     1. Students will not be allowed after five minutes of the beginning of the class.

     2. On time homework will be graded over a 100% of the grade, one day late homework over 50%, after two days homework will receive no grade. In case of absence, homework will be due the day the student returns to class. 

     3. All students are expected to complete readings and homework before each class so that they are prepared to present and support their ideas about each day’s assignments. Readings, class discussions, presentations, projects, lectures, and written examinations (midterm and final) will be the methods used in assigning the grade earned by each student. All material covered in readings and homework assignments (including portions not discussed in class sessions) and all material covered in class discussions, case analyses, and presentations (including material not covered in readings) can be included in the written examinations. It will not be possible to pass this course unless you read all the assigned materials. Students who keep current with reading and homework will need less time to review for the written examinations. 

     4. It is your responsibility to know what is in this syllabus, to know what is communicated to the class by email, to know what is in assigned readings whether or not they are discussed in class, and to know what was discussed in all class sessions whether you attended them or not. If you are absent or inattentive, it is your responsibility to ask a classmate what you missed before attending the next class meeting. If you do not understand something, it is your responsibility to ask for clarification.

     5. This course follows the UEES attendance policy; therefore, it is possible to pass the course with a maximum of six absences but the seventh absence results in failure of the course regardless of your earned grade to date. Partial absences, including late arrivals, early departures, and leaving during class will count toward the six permitted absences.

     6. Please do not talk in class when it is not your turn to speak. I will automatically consider this inattentiveness and a disruption to the class. If you must communicate with another person during class related to the topic of class discussion or due to a rare emergency, please write the person a note to avoid making noise.

     7. Students are expected to respect the thoughts, ideas, opinions, and contributions of others and to be actively involved in all classes. Students should express disagreement respectfully.

     8. Cell phones must be silent during all class sessions. Cell phone use during class will result in immediate expulsion from the classroom for the balance of the day. During examinations, cell phones always must be silent and out of view of all students.

      9. If an examination or presentation must be missed, the student must make arrangements promptly for substitute work. The professor reserves the right not to offer a substitute. A substitute must be arranged by mutual agreement between the professor and the student and must be completed no later than the end of the last class period. Because substitute work detracts from normal class activities and/or creates unnecessary extra work for the professor, substitute work will be more demanding and/or will offer reduced points compared to work completed according to the class schedule. A substitute examination will never be the same as the scheduled examination. 

    10. Academic dishonesty is unethical, unfair to others, and robs you of valuable learning opportunities. Discovery of academic dishonesty will result in a zero for the graded activity and can result in your failing the course and being reported to the UEES administration. Examples of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to using or attempting to use another person’s work for assignments, projects, or examinations; permitting another person to use your work as their own; failing to credit quotes or ideas taken from others (Internet, publications, speeches, etc.); seeking help through a cell phone during a class or examination; using all or part of your own homework, paper, etc., for another class in this class without permission and acknowledgement; etc. If you are not sure whether something is academic dishonesty, it is your responsibility to ask the professor. 

     11.  Food or beverage in the classroom must not bother anyone in the class in any way (noise, smell, etc.) or create any mess that you do not clean up yourself.

     12. This course is to benefit the students, not the professor. If you are not getting what you need and want from this course, please let the professor know improvements you would like.


NOTE: This syllabus is subject to revision and does not represent a contact between the student and the instructor, or between the student and the University. The instructor and/or the University reserve the right to make any reasonable changes.
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COMPLEMENTARY READINGS:   Will be sent to your E-mail or available at the copy shop
