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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION  

 This course covers social, economic and historical events from the 1300´s up until now. We take outstanding writings about important historical developments, known political and philosophical masterpieces to show the student what was the main trend and motivation at a given period of time. This would allow the student a broad understanding about philosophical, economic, political and material development of the world as we know it today.  

2. OBJECTIVES
a. GENERAL:  Students will be able to explain how the events of the past 700 years have affected modern events

b. SPECIFIC: Students will:



Describe reasons for the French, Russian and Chinese Revolutions


Analyze how the Spanish conquest affected Ecuador and Latin America


Describe the effects of the Industrial Revolution

3. CLASS SCHEDULE AND WORKLOAD BREAKDOWN

	Class    No.

	DATE
	COMPETENCIES
	CONTENT
	HOMEWORK 

    (96 HRS.)
	ASSESS-MENT

					Page numbers

	Hours allotted

	
							
	1

	29 Oct

	Evaluate the causes and the consequences of the commercial revolution in Europe
	Introduction 

					
	2

	30 Oct

		Travels of Marco Polo 1300
	1
	-
	8
	2
	Outline of Reading

	3

	31 Oct

		Littlefield: Commercial Revolution in Europe 
	9
	-
	19
	2
	Outline of Reading

	4

	1 Nov

		Columbus´ Letter 1493
	1
	-
	4
	2
	Outline of Reading

	5

	5 Nov

	Catalogue the pre-Columbian cultures in the Americas and interpret the consequences of the conquest
	Mayans and Aztecs - Graves
	211
	-
	217
	2
	Outline of Reading

	6

	6 Nov

		Pedro de Cieza´s Ecuador
	7
	-
	17
	2
	Outline of Reading

	7

	7 Nov

		     Oral Presentation
				8
	Oral Presentation

	8

	8 Nov

		Letter of Hernando Pizzaro 1532
	1
	-
	6
	2
	Outline of Reading

	9

	12 Nov

	List the main Enlightenment writers and place them in their national and chronological context.  Establish the link between the philosophers’ ideas and politics

	Catherine the Great - Russia (N. Geo.9/98)
	94
	-
	117
	2
	Outline of Reading

	10

	13 Nov

		Age of Enlightenment (17th-18th C.)
	569
	-
	575
	2
	Outline of Reading

	11

	14 Nov

		Hobbes: Leviathan
	63
	-
	69
	2
	Outline of Reading

	12

	15 Nov

		Midterm
				6
	Test

	13

	19 Nov

		Voltaire: Candide
	1
	-
	24
	2
	Outline of Reading

	14

	20 Nov

		Locke, John: Some Thoughts Concerning Education 
	1
	-
	8
	2
	Outline of Reading

	15

	21 Nov

		Rousseau: The Social Contract
	1
	-
	14
	2
	Outline of Reading

	16

	22 Nov

	List the consequences of the Industrial Revolution in England

	Littlefield: The Industrial Revolution in England
	123
	-
	134
	2
	Outline of Reading

	17

	26 Nov

	Measure the consequences of the Enlightenment on the French Revolution

	Lyman: The French Revolution
	46
	-
	52
	2
	Outline of Reading

	18

	27 Nov

	List social, economical and political aspects of the leading position of England during the 18th century.

	Lyman: British Imperialism
	124
	-
	135
	2
	Outline of Reading

	19

	28 Nov

		Lyman: British Imperialism
					Outline of Reading


	20

	29 Nov

		 Oral Presentation
				8
	Oral Presentation

	21

	3 Dec

						20
	
	22

	4 Dec

	Compare and contrast various national revolutions

	Lyman: Bolshevism
	200
	-
	206
	2
	Outline of Reading

	23

	5 Dec

		Lyman: The Nazi Program
	246
	-
	250
	2
	Outline of Reading

	24

	6 Dec

		Inge Bruckman: El comienzo del fin
	89
	-
	104
	2
	Outline of Reading

	25

	10 Dec

		Mao Tse Tung: Selected readings
	23
	-
	33
	2
	Outline of Reading

	26

	11 Dec

		Mao Tse Tung: Selected readings
	148
	-
	157
	2
	Outline of Reading

	27

	12 Dec

		Chen: On the Long March with Chairman Mao
	1
	-
	9
	2
	Outline of Reading

	28

	13 Dec

		Mattheus, Herbert: The Cuban Revolution
	89
	-
	131
	2
	Outline of Reading

	29

	17 Dec

	List reasons for globalization

	UN: Globalization
	93
	-
	98
	2
	Outline of Reading

	30

	18 Dec

		Final Exam
				8
	Test


	


4.  METHODOLOGY

 At the beginning of the course each student is given a copy of the syllabus so he can follow the daily readings. During the first week of class, each student chooses a topic that he/she will present as his/her oral presentation assignment. In each class, after the explanation about the day’s topic is given, we proceed with an exchange of questions and answers between the students and the professor. Sometimes audio visual projections are arranged by the students at specific dates.



5. ASSESSMENT
Midterm exam: 
25%
  
Other 50% of final grade:
2 Oral Presentations
20%

Final Exam:

25%


Outlines   20%

Class Participation
10%

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY:

6.1 MAIN TEXTBOOK(s):

Photocopies and Articles prepared by the professor

6.2 COMPLEMENTARY  BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Graves, Richard, et. al.  Civilizations of the World. Harper and Row, N.Y. 1990; 

Edwards, McNall, Burns, Western Civilizations, Seventh Edition Norton and Co. Inc. New York 1968
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