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1.COURSE DESCRIPTION

ULIT 290 Children’s Film and Multimedia.-  An exploration of film and multimedia produced primarily for children and juvenile audiences, with particular attention to the films’ entertainment and didactic value, the treatment of controversial themes and the depiction of children.

2. OBJECTIVES

a. GENERAL

· To understand the importance and effects of children’s media on their education, socialization and health. 

· To get to know the most important children’s and juvenile’s TV programs, movies, music, magazines, electronic games and any other kind of media.

b. SPECIFIC

· To critique the children’s media.
· To identify techniques and steps to be followed in order to control the use of mass media by children and teenagers.
3. COURSE CONTENT
	DATES &

 SESSIONS 
	COMPETENCIES
	UNITS/CONTENTS
	READINGS


	EVALUATION

	Session 1

June 27
	The student identifies the influence of the media on children and teenager throughout history.
	Unit 1: The History of children’s use of electronic media.

1.1. The use of television and other Film related Media.
	Read textbook: p. 7-24.

p. 47-68.
	Research about Ecuadorian’s children’s films/ children’s  TV programs.

Watch one of the first children’s films.

	Session 2

June 28
	
	1.3. New forms on electronic media: The impact on interactive games, and the internet on Cognition, Socialization and Behavior,
	Read textbook: p. 73-96.
	Watch some interactive games and then, analyze it.


	Session 3

July 2
	The student recognizes the impact that Television has on children’s education.
	Unit 2: Cognitive functions and School Readiness Skills.

2.1. Attention, Comprehension, and the Educational influences on television.

2.2. Television and the child’s developing imagination.


	Read textbook: p. 122-132.

p. 121-132.
	Watch an educational program for kids.

Watch a children’s movie and prove if it develops their imagination.

	Session 4

July 3
	
	2.3. Television and Incidental Language Teacher.


	Read textbook: p. 135-150.
	Watch a children’s movie/TV program to analyze the language they use.

	Session 5

July 4
	
	2.4. Creating vigilance for better learning from TV.
	Read textbook: p.153-174.
	Watch some short children’s TV programs and determine if they need better vigilance and how to do it.

	Session 6

July 5
	
	2.5. Pro-social effects on children’s social interactions.
	Read textbook: p. 183-199.
	Watch a children’s film to find out how kids relate among themselves.

	Session 7

July 9
	The student determines the psychological effects that television has on children and teenagers.
	Unit 3: Some hazards on television viewing: Fears, aggression, and sexual attitudes.

3.1. The media and children’s fears, anxieties and perceptions of danger.
	Read textbook: p. 207-218.
	Watch a movie that may cause anxiety on kids. 

	Session 8

July 10
	
	3.2. Effects of televised violence  on aggression.
	Read textbook: p.223-248.
	Watch TV programs that may be violent.

	Session 9

July 11
	
	3.3. Research on sex in the media: What do we know about effects on children and adolescents?
	Read textbook: p. 269-283.
	Watch a movie for teenagers and analyze it.

	Session 10

July 12
	
	3.4. Sex in the media: Theory, influences and solutions.
	Read textbook:  p.289-304.
	Watch movies either for children and teenagers and try to find sexual implication in them.

	Session 11

July 16


	The student detects the social effects that mass media has on children and teenagers.
	Unit 4: Personality, social attitudes and health.

4.1. Mass media and identity development.
	Read textbook: 309-319.
	Watch famous children’s characters films and determine if they influence the identity of the kids in a positive or negative way.

	Session 12

July 17
	The student determines how parents, families and the government should control children’s media. 
	4.2. Media and the family.
	Read textbook: p.323-336.
	Watch family movies and analyze them/

	Session 13

July 18
	
	4.3. Television’s gender role images and contribution to stereotyping: Past, Present, and Future.
	Read textbook: p.341-354.
	Analyze the gender roles in different TV programs.

	Session 14

July 19
	
	4.4. Television, children and multicultural awareness.
	Read textbook: p. 359-371.
	Watch TV programs that may be multicultural.

	Session 15

July 23


	The student critiques the magazines and television advertisings.
	4.5. Children and television advertising.
	Read textbook: p. 375-384.
	Watch TV advertisings and analyze magazines advertisings.

	Session 16

July 24
	
	4.6. Popular music in childhood and adolescence.
	Read textbook: p.395-410.
	Listen to popular music for the children and teenagers and analyze their lyrics.

	Session 17

July 25
	
	4.7. Children’s, adolescents, drugs, and the media.
	Read textbook: p. 415-440.
	Analyze the influence of the media on the drug use in teenagers.

	Session 18

July 26
	
	4.8. Television Food advertising.
	Read textbook: p. 447-458.
	Watch some television food advertising and determine how they influence the nutritional habits on kids and teenagers.

	Session 19

July 30
	
	4.9. Television and morality.
	Read textbook: p. 463-472.
	Analyze some television moral issues after watching some TV programs.

	Session 20

July 31
	The student determines if television promotes a multicultural education.
	Unit 5: The media industry and its technology.

5.1. Children’s programming on public television.
	Read textbook: p. 507- 520.
	Analyze public TV programs.

	Session 21

  August1
	
	5.2. Cultural diversity on TV.
	Read textbook: p. 521-530.
	Determine if TV promotes cultural diversity.

	Session 22

August 2
	The student establishes the differences between cable television and public television and he/she also establishes which one is more appropriate for kids and teenagers.
	5.3. Cable television.
	Read textbook: 533-544. 
	Watch some program shown on cable television.

Establish the differences between public TV and cable TV for kids.

	Session 23

August 6
	
	5.4. Children, the internet, and other technologies.
	Read textbook: p.547-555.
	Watch some internet/Nintendo  games and analyze their influences on kids.

	Session 24

August 7
	The students classifies movies, TV programs electronic games for different ages. 
	Unit 6: Policy Issues

6.1. Children and Media Policy.
	Read textbook: p. 589-602.
	Determine if the movies they’re going to watch are appropriate for the age they’ve been classified: Are the policies established by the government for  children’s/ teenagers programs accurate?

	Session 25

August 8
	
	6.2. Child and Parent responses to the age-based and content- based television ratings.
	Read textbook: p. 621-633.
	Interview parents to find out if they consider that the TV programs for children are good and how they control the use of TV at home

	Session 26

August 9
	
	6.3. Digital Kids: The new on-line children’s consumer culture.
	Read textbook: p. 635-648.
	After watching children’s websites determine how they affect kids behavior.

	
	
	
	
	

	Session 27

August 13
	
	6.4. Parents and other adults: Models and monitors of healthy media habits.
	Read textbook: p. 663-685.
	Write an essay: Are parents aware of the programs, games and movies that their kids watch?

	Session 28

August 14
	
	6.5. Media Literacy and Critical Television viewing in education.
	Read textbook: p. 681-695.
	Write a critique about the influence of different kinds of media on kids.

	
	The student critiques the influences that media has on kids and teenagers.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Session 29

August 15
	
	REVIEW
	
	


	Session 30

June 16
	
	FINAL EXAM:
	
	


4. METHODOLOGY

· Participation in class.
· Questionnaires.
· Practical classes.
· Writing of essays.
· Investigations/Research.
· Use of technological resources.
· Use of educational resources.
NOTE: The students that don’t hand out the homework on time, will be allowed to give it on another day but it will be graded over 70.

5. EVALUATION

· Individual projects                                                                                                                 100
· Group projects                                                                                                                       100
· Practical classes                                                                                                                    100
· Research projects                                                                                                                  100
· Quizzes                                                                                                                                  100
6.BIBLIOGRAPHY

6.1. REQUIRED

· Singer, Dorothy and Singer, Jerome. Handbook of Children and the Media. Sage Publications, Inc. USA, 2001.
6.2. COMPLEMENTARY

· Children’s movies.
· Adolescents’ movies.
· Internet games.
· Nintendo games.
· Television programs.
· Children’s and adolescents’ music.
· Magazines for children and teenagers.
·  Children’s websites.
6.3. WEBLIOGRAPHY

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Children’s-films
· http://inventors,about.com/od/kidactivities/a/children-tv.htm
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