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1.DESCRIPTION

ULIT 335 Fantasy, Imagination, and Creativity.- Fantasy, Imagination, and creativity are essential elements in Children’s Literature. This course seeks to spark creativity in writing for children using several points of departure. From world mythology figures to Walt Disney characters students will discover ways to engage the reader and will produce and critique a series of short stories. The nature of the fantastic in children’s literature, from 19th –century classics through Pooh and Oz to Harry Potter.

2. GOALS

· The students will understand the importance of being creative and imaginative in the process of writing stories.
· They will analyze and critique different classic children’s stories in order to be able of selecting the correct stories for being told.
· They will get to know the most fantastic stories from diverse cultures and times.
3. COURSE CONTENT
	DATES &

 SESSIONS 
	COMPETENCIES
	UNITS/CONTENTS
	READINGS


	EVALUATION

	Session 1

March 12
	The student understands the importance of imagination and fantasy in children’s books.


	Unit 1: Fantasy, imagination and creativity.

1.1. Definitions.

1.2. How to develop creativity in children and adults?

1.3. The importance of imagination and fantasy in the process of writing children’s stories.
	D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths: p.9-30
	Create their own definition of fantasy, imagination and creativity. 

	Session 2

March 13
	The student finds the elements of fantasy and imagination in myths.
	Unit 2: Myths

2.1. Definition

2.2. Myths as a way of expressing  fantasy and imagination.
	D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths: p.30-64.
	.]Find out the why myths are a representation of fantasy and imagination.


	Session 3

March 14


	The student understands the importance of myths, fables and folktales as a way of expressing beliefs and values of any culture.


	2.3. Myths from different cultures.
	D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek myths: p.64-92.
	Analyze the importance of myths for expressing collective values.

	Session 4

March 15
	
	2.3. Myths from different cultures.
	D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek myths: p.92-124.
	Critique and analyze different myths.

	Session 5

March 19
	
	2.4.Myths as a way of expressing collective values.
	D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek myths: 124-148.
	Critique and analyze different myths.

	Session 6

March 20
	
	2.5. Analysis of different myths.
	D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths: p.148-189.
	Bring different myths to be analyzed in  class.

	Session 7

March 21
	
	2.5. Analysis of different myths.


	More stories to solve: p. 7-23.

Stories from around the world: p. 6-32.
	Compare myths and folktales.

	Session 8

March 22
	
	Unit 3: Folktales

3.1. Definition.
	More stories to solve: p. 23-43.

Stories from around the world: p. 32-62.
	Analyze the relation between folktales and culture.

	Session 9

March 26
	
	3.2. Folktales from around the world.
	More stories to solve: p.43-61.

Stories from around the world: p.62-87.
	Bring Ecuadorian folktales.

	Session 10

March 27
	
	3.3. Ecuadorian folktales.

3.4. Analysis of folktales.
	Stories from around the world: p. 87-106.
	Analyze and critique folktales.

	Session 11

March 28
	
	
	Stories from around the world: 106-123.
	Analyze folktales.

	Session 12

March 29
	The student identifies the differences among myths, fables and folktales.
	Unit 4: Fables

4.1. Definition
	Fables: p. 2-11
	Define the differences and

similarities of folktales, myths and fables.

	Session 13

April 2
	
	4.2. Fables and imagination, fantasy and creativity.
	Fables:  p-11-21.
	Read fables from different cultures and determine the importance of them as a way of expressing the values and beliefs of a culture.

	Session 14

April 3
	
	4.3. Fables from diverse cultures.
	Fables: p. 21-31.
	Analyze and critique different fables.

	Session 15

April 4


	
	4.4. Analysis of different  fables.
	Fables: p.31-40.
	Bring fables.

	Session 16

April 5
	
	4.4. Analysis of different fables.
	Boys and girls forever: 1-63.
	Read some Grimm Brothers stories, analyzed them and compared them to the new version of their stories.

	Session 17


	
	Unit 5: A Journey from Cinderella to Harry Potter
	Grimm’s Fairy tales: 1-80.
	Read some Grimm Brothers

	April 9
	The student determines if the stories classified as children’s stories are really appropriate for them.
	5.1. Grimm Brothers stories.


	
	 stories, analyze and critique them and determine if they’re adequate for small children or if the new version are more appropriate.

	Session 18

April 10
	
	5.1. Grimm Brothers stories.
	Grimm’s Fairy tales: 80-140.
	Read Perrault’s stories and critique them to determine if they’re  appropriate for little children.

	Session 19

April 11
	
	5.2. Perrault’s stories.
	Perrault’s Fairy Tales: 2-24.
	Read Perrault’s stories and compare them with the new versions.

	Session 20

April 12
	
	5.2. Perrault’s stories.
	Perrault’s fairy Tales: 24-40.
	Read some Hans Christian Andersen’s stories and critique them to determine if they’re appropriate for little children.

	Session 21

April 16
	
	5.3. Hans Christian Andersen’s stories.
	Hans Christian Andersen: p.61-64.

p.78-105.

p.156-207.
	Read some Hans Christian Andersen’s stories and compares them with the new versions.

	Session 22

April17
	
	5.3. Hans Christian Andersen’s stories.
	Hans Christian Andersen: p.207-220.

Various Disney’s stories.
	Critique the Disney’s stories.

	Session 23

April 18


	
	5.4. Disney’s stories.
	Various Disney’s stories.


	Critique the Disney’s stories.

	Session 24

April 19


	The student identifies the differences and similarities between the classic stories and the new versions.


	5.4. Disney’s stories.
	Harry Potter: Brief excerpts.
	Find out in which ways fantasy, imagination and reality are represented in Harry Potter.

	Session 25

April 23


	
	5.5. Harry Potter
	Harry Potter: Brief excerpts.
	Determine the pros or contras of reading Harry Potter to children.

	Session 26

April 24


	
	5.5. Harry Potter
	Writing magic: p. 1-77
	Write short creative, fantastic and imaginative stories.

	Session 27

April 25


	The student creates short children’s stories including the elements of fantasy and imagination.
	Unit 6: Creating fantastic and imaginative stories

6.1. Steps to follow for creating stories to children.


	Writing magic: p. 77-141.


	Write short creative, fantastic and imaginative stories.

	Session 28

April 26


	
	6.2. Promote good values in children through literature.
	You can write children’s books: p. 1-56.
	Review the whole material.

	Session 29

April 30


	
	REVIEW
	
	Prepare your oral presentation: Analysis of any story we’ve read or a new one related to fantasy and imagination. Presentation of your own short story tell the audience why it’s a fantastic or imaginative children’s story.


	Session 30

May 2


	
	FINAL EXAM
	
	       


4. METHODOLOGY

· Participation in class.
· Questionnaires.
· Practical classes.
· Writing of stories.
· Investigations/Research.
· Use of technological resources.
· Use of educational resources.
NOTE: The students that don’t hand out the homework on time, will be allowed to give it on another day but it will be 

graded over 70.

5. EVALUATION

· Individual projects                                                                                                                 100
· Group projects                                                                                                                       100
· Practical classes                                                                                                                    100
· Research projects                                                                                                                  100
· Quizzes                                                                                                                                  100
· Oral exams                                                                                                                             100
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