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1.COURSE DESCRIPTION

ULIT 345 21st Century Fairy Tales.-  A look at the fairy tales as an expression of culture and worldview throughout history. In this course we will examine some features of fairy tales around the world and current trends in 21st century. The role of fairy tales in Early Childhood Education, and by extension, the influence on the adult and the child within. The course will also consider young adult science fiction and some Steven Spielberg and Lucas film productions as contemporary themes of 21st century fairy tales.

2. OBJECTIVES

a. GENERAL

· To learn the origin of fairy tales and their transformation throughout history.

· To understand the influence that fairy tales have on kids and on adults.

b. SPECIFIC

· To critique the different fairy tales.
·  To  establish the advantages and disadvantages of including  fairy tales in  children’s education.
· To identify the differences among the fairy tales from different countries and centuries.
3. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE
	DATES &

 SESSIONS 
	COMPETENCIES
	UNITS/CONTENTS
	READINGS


	EVALUATION

	Session 1

Sept. 3
	The student defines the concept of Fairy Tales.
	Unit 1: Origins and history of fairy tales. 1.1. Spells Of enchantment: An overview of the history of fairy tales.
	When dreams came true: 1-33
	Discussion about the origin of the fairy tales. 

	Session 2

Sept. 4
	
	1.2. Once there was a time: An introduction to the history and ideology of folk and fairy tales.
	Braking the magic spell: 1-23
	Analyze the history of fairy tales.


	Session 3

Sept. 5
	The student identifies the origins of Fairy Tales.
	1.3. Might makes right: The Politics of folk and fairy tales. 
	Breaking the magic spell: 23-47
	Write an essay about the differences between folk tales and fairy tales.

	Session 4

Sept. 6
	
	1.4. The rise of French fairy tale and the decline of France.


	When dreams came true: 33-53. 
	Analyze the characteristic of the French fairy tales.

	Session 5

Sept. 10
	
	1.5. The revolutionary rise of the romantic fairy tale in Germany.
	Breaking the magic spell: 47-104.
	Analyze the characteristics of the German fairy tales.

	Session 6

Sept. 11
	
	Unit 2: Fairy Tales from different centuries and countries.

2.1. The splendor of the Arabian nights.
	When dreams came true: 53-65.

One thousand and one Arabian nights: 1-145.
	Each student will be assigned one tale of the book “One thousand and one Arabian nights” to tell it to the classmates.

	Session 7

Sept. 13
	The student identifies the differences between the fairy tales of different countries and centuries.
	2.2. Once there were two brothers named Grimm.
	When dreams came true: 65-75.

Grimm’s complete fairy Tales: Read the most important tales.
	The class will be divided in groups and each one will read different tales of the Grimm Brothers and then they will discuss them with the rest of the class. 

	Session 8

Sept. 17
	
	2.3. Perrault’s Fairy Tales 
	Perrault’s Fairy Tales: 2-113.
	The class will be divided in different groups and each one will read different tales of Perrault and then they will discuss them with the rest of the class. 

	Session 9

Sept. 18
	
	2.4. Hans Christian Andersen’s stories.
	The stories Hans Christian Andersen: Read the most important stories. 


	The class will be divided in groups and each one will read different tales of Hans Christian Andersen to discuss them with the rest of the class.

	Session 10

Sept. 19
	
	2.5.  American Indian fairy tales.
	American Indian Fairy Tales: 15-113.
	Each student will be assigned one American Indian Fairy tale to explain it to the classmates. 

	Session 11

Sept. 20


	The student analyzes the different versions of fairy tales and their underlying meanings. 
	Unit 3:  Analysis of fairy tales.

3.1.Little red riding Hood

3.2. The three little pigs.
	Classic fairy tales by Maria Tatar: 3-22.
	Make a comparative chart of the fairy tales of Perrault, Brothers Grimm, Hans Christian Andersen, American Indian Fairy tales and One thousand and one Arabian Nights.

	Session 12

Sept. 24
	
	3.3. Beauty and the beast. 


	Classic fairy tales by Maria Tatar: 25- 72.
	Analyze the different versions of fairy tales.  

	Session 13

Sept. 25
	
	3.4. Snow White.
	Classic fairy tales by Maria Tatar: 74-96.
	Analyze the underlying meaning of some fairy tales.

	Session 14

Sept. 26
	
	3.5. Cinderella.
	Classic fairy tales by Maria Tatar: 101-125.
	Analyze the underlying meaning of fairy tales.

	Session 15

Sept. 27


	The student determines the influence that fairy tales have on new generations.

The student identifies the advantages and disadvantages that fairy tales have on little kids.
	Unit 4: The influence of fairy tales on children and on the whole society. 

4.1. The instrumentalization of fantasy: Fairy tales, the culture industry and mass media.
	Breaking the magic spell: 104-146.
	Write an essay about the influence of fairy tales on children.

	Session 16

Oct. 1
	
	4.2. The utopian function of fairy tales and fantasy.
	Breaking the magic spell: 146-179.
	Discuss in groups about the real function of fairy tales.

	Session 17

Oct. 2
	
	4.3. On the use and abuse of folk and fairy tales with children.
	Breaking the magic spell: 179- 189.
	Write an essay about the advantages and disadvantages of reading fairy tales to kids on a daily basis.

	Session 18

Oct. 3
	
	4.4. The radical morality of rats, fairies, wizards and ogres: taking children’s literature seriously. 
	Breaking the magic spell: 190- 210.
	Describe the characteristics of the elements of fairy tales.

	Session 19

Oct. 4
	The student critiques the new fairy tales.
	Unit 5: How fairy tales have changed throughout history.

5.1. The Underduckling: Hans Christian Andersen.


	Boys and girls forever: 1-13.
	Analyze the influence that fairy tales has on the new generation.

	Session 20

Oct. 8
	
	5.2. Little women and big girls: Louisa May Alcott.


	Boys and girls forever: 13-25
	Interview young people to find out what are their  favorite childhood’s fairy tales and why they liked them.

	Session 21

  Oct.9
	
	5.3. The oddness of Oz. 


	Boys and girls forever: 25-47.
	Analyze the productions of George Lucas.

	Session 22

Oct.10
	
	5.4. Is there anybody there?

Walter De La Mare’s Solitary Child. 
	Boys and girls forever: 47-63
	Analyze the productions of Steven Spielberg.

	Session 23

Oct. 11
	
	5.5. John Massfield’s boxes of delight.
	Boys and girls forever: 63-79.
	Analyze the productions of Tim Burton. 

	Session 24

Oct. 15
	.
	5.6. Moomintroll and his friends.
	Boys and girls forever: 79-91.
	Bring books that  kids are reading nowadays and compare them with the old fairy tales.

	Session 25

Oct. 16
	
	5.7. Dr. Seuss comes back
	Boys and girls forever: 91-105.
	Watch the movie “Harry Potter” to determine if it is a fairy tale. 

	Session 26

Oct. 17
	
	5.8. Haroun and the sea of stories.
	Boys and girls forever:  105-113.
	Finish watching the movie “Harry Potter”.

	
	
	
	
	

	Session 27

Oct. 18
	
	5.9. The perils of Harry Potter.
	Boys and girls of forever: 113-125.
	Make a comparative chart between the traditional fairy tales and the modern fairy tales.

	Session 28

Oct 22


	The student determines if science fiction stories are new forms of fairy tales.
	5.9. Is science fiction a new form of fairy tales?
	Science fiction by Edward Blishen: Read the ones you consider that are more interesting. 
	Write an essay: Do you think that science fiction may be considered a new form of fairy tales?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Session 29

Oct 23 
	
	REVIEW 
	
	


	Session 30

Oct 24
	
	EXAM
	
	


4. METHODOLOGY

· Participation in class.
· Questionnaires.
· Practical classes.
· Writing of essays.
· Investigations/Research.
· Use of technological resources.
· Use of educational resources.
NOTE: The students that don’t hand out the homework on time, will be allowed to give it on another day but it will be graded over 70.

5. ASSESSMENT
· Individual projects                                                                                                                 100
· Group projects                                                                                                                       100
· Practical classes                                                                                                                    100
· Research projects                                                                                                                  100
· Quizzes                                                                                                                                  100
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