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1. - COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is based on Communicative Language Teaching which has been, since the 1970s, the dominant paradigm in ELT (English Language Teaching). It also depends on the Council of Europe’s Modern Language Project and on Chomsky’s ideas of “linguistic competence.” It pays systematic attention to functional and structural aspects of language. These approaches do not discard grammatical competence i.e. the knowledge and accurate use of grammar. Learners will be required to become familiar with grammar rules and be able to apply them to their output to achieve error-free communication. The acquisition of “lexical chunks” will be emphasized as an alternative to rote learning of grammar rules.  These approaches are in line with current views on language “acquisition,” emphasized above mere “learning.” Error correction of sentences is a basic tool of this course. Cross word puzzles will be used to increase lexis. Order of adjectives and correct use of prepositions will be regarded as extremely important to language teaching. Although LNG 097 is not primarily a pronunciation course, some basic aspects of phonetic structure and accent reduction will be stressed.
2.- OBJECTIVS

      2.1 GENERAL OBJECTIVE
The general objective of this course is to provide learners with an overall mastery of the socio- cultural or communicative dimension of English as well as its Grammar. Although Phonetic Structure is not the primary aim of the course, it will be dealt with as time allows.  Pronunciation,   rhythm, stressing of key words, reduction of function words will be touched upon as time allows.
      2.2 SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

Although this course will address itself to the four skills (speaking, listening, reading, writing) emphasis will be on error-free writing. After finishing LNG 097 students will be able to:

· Write error-free short stories and paraphrase written passages.
· Write letters or e-mails expressing personal feelings and ideas, or giving information.
· Write simple leaflets, posters, ads or cell-phone messages expressing ideas or problems.
· Write straightforward, detailed, error-free descriptions on a range of familiar subjects.
·  They will be ready to continue on to LNG 100.
3. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE

	DATES & SESSIONS
	SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES
	Contents
	NON CONTACT HOURS
	ASSESSMENT

	Mar
12
Monday

001
	Students will become familiar with the syllabus and with classroom policies, absences. quizzes
Will understand the basic structure of English grammar and the phonetic structure of the language.  
	Syllabus and Class Room Policies

Introduction to English grammar Introduction to Phonetic Structure 
Schwa vowels.
	
	Student Presentations 



	Mar
13
Tuesday

002
	
	Editing Exercise 1

Use of apostrophe /S/ (‘s) in possessives. 


	Irregular verbs


	

	Mar
14
Wed

003
	Grammatical terminology will be kept to a minimum, Learning strategies will focus on inductive learning Students will . inductively become able to recognize and correct errors in written English., thus acquiring the ability to write error-free English. 

Grammar points will be randomly presented will include the following:

 correct use of upper case, short and long adjective comparatives and superlatives,
 use of base form with auxiliaries, 
ditransitive verbs,
 irregular plurals,
 dummy subjects.   irregular verbs 
correct pronunciation of ED verbs.   
	Editing Exercise 2

Pronunciation of the past tense pf regular (“ED”) verbs

Order of Adjectives
	Irregular Verbs


	

	Mar
15
Thurs

004
	
	Editing Exercise 3

Capitals

Use of prepositions. In, at, on
	Irregular Verbs


	

	Mar
19
Mon

005
	Transfer of material from short term memory to long term memory will be achieved by repetition, practice and rehearsal. To this end students will review and comprehend material already presented while new material will be simultaneously presented and rehearsed.  

Quizzes and exams will emphasize identification and correction  of sentences which include errors commonly made by native speakers of Spanish.   
	Review Quiz Material:

Exercises 1,2 and 3 

Rules 1 and 2. Possessives

Prepositions
	
	Student Participation / Feedback 

	Mar
20
Tues

006
	
	Quiz One

Exercises  1,2,& 3

Rule 1; Possessives

Prepositions
 Advanced Editing Exercise  4

Appositives. Restrictive and non-restrictive

Active voice and Passive Voice
	
	

	Mar
21
Wed

007
	While practice and repetition of material will continue, new material will be introduced and will include: 
Use /‘s/ possessives of singular and plural nouns; restrictive and non-restrictive appositives, 

a/an indefinite articles, homophones, 

adverb formation, 

past perfect, 

first, second and third conditional sentences. Phrasal verbs, 

active and passive voice.   
	S + V + O + C

The 61 commonly used prepositions

Comparatives and Superlatives

Phrasal Verbs
	
	

	Mar
22
Thurs

008
	
	Exercises 5 and 6 

Review Quiz Material:

Rule 2

The Ins and Outs of Prepositions

Active & passive voice

Comparatives & Superlatives
	Irregular Verbs


	

	Mar
26
Mon

009
	Proper use of prepositions will be emphasized through the use of special exercises. 

Questions on preposition use willl be included in quizzes and exams. 

Uncomplicated  movies,  spoken in American English, will be shown in class  to stimulate comprehension. Students will be asked to summarize and comment on the movie and prepare lists of words and expressions learned in the movie..  

  
	Quiz Two

Exercises 4,5 & 6

Rules 2

Prepositions

Active & passive voice

Comparatives & Superlatives
	
	

	Mar
27               

Tuesday        

010
	
	Teacher Revision Quiz Two 

Exercise 7

The Ins and Outs of Prepositions

(Continued)

Phrasal Verbs (Continued)
	
	

	Mar
28
Wednes 011
	Simple cross-word puzzles will be used as pair-work in class. 

Students will be asked to prepare vocabulary lists of words acquired through the use of these puzzles. 

New words will be used in appropriate sentences.  
	Exercises 8 & 9

Continue Phrasal Verbs

Capitals

Movie One

(Summary and opinion due on Monday October 01st)
	Irregular Verbs


	

	Mar
29
Thurs

012
	
	MIDTERM

EXAM
	Irregular Verbs


	

	Apr
2
Monday

013
	
	Exercise 10

General Review for Midterm

Exercises 1 to 10

Phrasal verbs. comparatives, active & passive voice; phrasal verbs
	
	

	Apr
3
Tues

014
	 Co-responsibility of learners in the learning process and acting autonomously will be pursued as a teaching goal. 
Learning strategies aiming to factual knowledge and procedural skills will be incorporated in strategic processing.    . 
	 Crossword Puzzle One

(Pair Work)


	Irregular Verbs


	Student Participation / Feedback

	Apr
4
Wed
015
	
	Exercise 11. Modal verbs; Intransitive, Transitive and 

Di-transitive verbs. 


	Exercises 1 to 10

Rules 1-2

Order of Adjectives

Capitals

S + V + 0 + C
	Summary and opinion of Movie One



	Apr
5
Thurs

016
	Students will solve in class, as pair work, a simple crossword puzzle and acquire  lexis from it.

	Exercises 12

For & Since

Conditional Sentences Exercises 13 y 14


	Irregular Verbs 

Peer Grading


	

	Apr
9
Monday

017
	Efforts will be concentrated on directing students minds from rule-bound declarative knowledge to automatic procedural skills.
Skill acquisition  will follow the cognitive, associative and autonomous stages  The learning of formal rules of the language is considered frustrating and will be avoided. Classroom approach will insist on inductive acquisition of grammar. and communicative skills.
	Quiz Three

Editing Exercises 11,12,13,14

For & Since. Intransitive, transitive and di-transitive verbs. Conditional sentences

Crossword Puzzle Vocabulary
	
	

	Apr
10
Tuesday

018
	
	Teacher Revision

Quiz Three

Editing Exercise 15

Exercise 16

Rule of Tense Consistency

Past perfect
	Irregular Verbs

Peer Grading


	Student Participation / Feedback

	Apr
 11
Wednes

019
	
	Quiz Four

Exercises 15,16 

Past perfect

Rule of Tense Consistency

Crossword Puzzle Vocabulary 
	
	Student Participation / Feedback

	Apr
12
Thurs

020
	Selected reading material will be handed out to students who will be asked to read something every day.  
	Teacher Revision Quiz Four

Exercise 17

Countable and uncountable nouns

Few/little. Many/a lot/much
	 
	

	Apr
16
Monday

021
	Use of a dictionary will be insisted upon as a basic strategy for language learning. At the same time, students will be encouraged to guess  meanings from context without dictionary. Thus,  two skills that complement each other will be acquired simultaneously.
	Exercises 18, 19 y 20

 
	Irregular Verbs

Peer Grading


	

	Apr
17
Tues

022
	
	Passive Voice

General Review for Final Exam
	Irregular Verbs

Peer Grading


	Student Participation / Feedback

	Apr
18
Wed
023
	
	Final Exam

Advanced Editing Exercises 1/20

All grammar rules and exercises covered during the entire bimester

 Movie summary
	Irregular Verbs

Peer Grading


	

	Apr
 19
Thurs

024
	
	Final Grade Review

(Optional)
	
	


4. - GENERAL METHODOLOGY

The methodology used will be the teaching of grammar within context. Although the course will attempt an immersion environment, the use of the vernacular when necessary, will not be banned.  Technical grammar terminology will be resorted to only to the extent that it may be considered necessary. Grammar, though undeniably important, is not the sole basis of language acquisition. Inference, deduction and practical reasoning will be encouraged above sheer learning of rules and grammatical terms. Faultless Irregular verb conjugation, however, will be drilled and tested until complete and errorless knowledge is demonstrated. Order of adjectives will be emphasized.  Repetition and drills will be used to reduce basic traits of Latino accent.. Active student involvement and motivation are fundamental and a great deal of attention will be paid to class participation, which will be an important segment of final grades. If there is no motivation, no learning can occur, regardless of aptitude.  

5. – EVALUATION

EACH PARTIAL:   

·  25 %     In- and Out-of-Class Assignments 

                    Class work, Movie summaries and Participation

            25%      Average grade of four quizzes

             50 % :   Exam 

· 100 points TOTAL per PARTIAL
Final grade is the average of the two partial grades. 

This evaluation may be adjusted by teacher. Adjustments may be made in order to reward class participation, punctuality or for other reasons. 

6. – BIBLIOGRAPHY


6.1. - PRIMARY TEXT:  

· Advanced Editing Exercises, Randy Davis, Guillermo Alban et al.   


6.2. - SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS
· The Elements of Style, William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White
· Assorted Readings. Outstanding American and British Authors
· Grammar in Use – Intermediate
· Fundamentals of English Grammar / Azar

· Focus on Grammar- Advanced level

7. - PROFESSOR’S INFORMATION

NAME:
                         Guillermo Albán




DEGREES/INSTITUTIONS:  BA  YALE University

                                               Licenciado en Artes Liberales, U.E.E.S.

                                               Capitán de Altura de la Marina Mercante, Republic of Ecuador

                                               Master Mariner, Any Gross Tonnage

E-MAIL ADDRESS:               galbang@interactive.net.ec 

PHONES                               288-1171  /  099 50 41 60 

OFFICE HOURS                   Mon thru Thurs 10h15 to 12h00
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