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1.  COURSE DESCRIPTION

	This course provides an intensive speaking setting for developing students´ skills in academic English. Accuracy and Fluency moves beyond upper-intermediate communicative competence to track student progress in formal and informal speaking projects. Accuracy and Fluency is a project-based course meant to provide as much student speaking opportunity as possible and a final focus on pronunciation and listening comprehension before embarking on content courses in their majors.


2. OBJECTIVES

	a. GENERAL

 At the end of the bimester, students will be able to confidently present their ideas orally in English in both formal and informal settings.  The general objective of this course is to improve students’ pronunciation, fluency, and self-confidence in speaking English.
b. SPECIFIC
· To prepare and conduct an interview on political and/or controversial topics, summarizing response in writing and in oral presentation

· To lead a small-group discussion with peers to develop an awareness of timing and equal participation

· To deliver a formal process speech with topic from students´ majors, accompanied by a Power Point presentation

· To participate in a timed debate to enhance extemporaneous thinking and production

· To deliver an oral and written character analysis based on assigned reading

· To give a chronological account of the adventures of a character from an assigned reading as part of a group presentation

· To increase awareness of pronunciation difficulties and solutions


3. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE

	Date
	SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES
	CONTENTS
	NON CONTACT HOURS
	ASSESSMENT

	Mon 29 Oct
	Introducing the course. Overcoming nervousness when speaking English

Carry out an effective, fluent interview, departing from prepared questions.

Synthesize and report

information and arguments from a number of sources

Following up and probing interesting replies. Expand and develop ideas.
Depart spontaneously from a prepared text showing fluency and ease of expression.

Use the language fluently, accurately and affectively on a range of general, academic, vocational or leisure topics.
Communicate spontaneously with good grammatical control without much sign of having to restrict what he/she wants to say, adopting a level of formality appropriate to the circumstances.
Ask follow-up questions to check that he/she has understood what a speaker intended to say, and get clarification of ambiguous points.

Understand standard spoken language, live or broadcast, on both familiar and unfamiliar topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational life.

Can follow extended speech and complex lines of argument provided the topic is reasonably familiar, and the direction of the talk is sign-posted by explicit markers.

Demonstrates high level of fluency and accuracy
Gives clear, detailed descriptions and presentations on a wide range of subjects related to his/her field of interest, expanding and supporting ideas with subsidiary points and relevant examples.

Possesses a good range of vocabulary for matters connected to his/her field and most general topics.

Can vary formulation to avoid frequent repetition, but lexical gaps can still cause hesitation and circumlocution.
Understands and exchanges complex information and advice on the full range of matters related to his/her occupational role.

Passes on detailed information reliably.

Gives a clear, detailed description of how to carry out a procedure.

	Syllabus and course materials, introductions

	Prepare student introduction 2 hour
	Students’ class participation 

	30 Oct
	
	Student 

introductions based on interviews 
	Develop question list for interview, 1 hour 
	Students’ class participation

	31 Oct
	
	Accuracy and Fluency lecture 

Pronunciation practice: syllables.
	Assign Four Weddings and a 

Funeral  (pp. 1-35)

 3.5 hours
	Student participation

	1 Nov
	
	How to conduct an interview, developing questions. 

Interview classmates, analyzing the class.
	Write letter introducing yourself, including beliefs and philosophy.

	Graded report of interview findings 

	5 Nov
	
	Quiz on book. Discussion about marriage and weddings  
	Reading: Assign Four Weddings and a Funeral (36-69)4 hours 

 
	Graded report of interview findings



	6 Nov
	
	Begin planning class presentation. Brainstorming and clustering 
	Written assignment on differences between English and Ecuadorian weddings
	Graded discussions for leader and class participation

	7 Nov

	
	Questions and discussion on book.  Analyzing comedy elements
	Research on presentation topic
	Graded discussions for leader and class participation 



	8 Nov

	
	Class split into groups. Topics finalized for presentations.
	Written plan on presentation.
	Graded elements in process speech 

	Mon 12 Nov
	
	Class topical discussion, Speech delivery lecture
	Questions on Four Weddings and a Funeral
	Student discussion



	13 Nov

	
	4 Weddings Movie
	Review class notes
	Student discussion 

	14 Nov
	
	4 Weddings Movie
	Review class notes
	Student class participation

	15 Nov

	
	Pronunciation practice
4 Weddings discussion-content and present tense.  
	Write paragraph on differences between movie and book. 4 hours
	Student class participation 

	Mon 19 Nov

	
	Practice run for class presentations
	Review class notes
	Participation and preparation

	20 Nov

	
	
	
	MIDTERM WRITTEN EXAM

	21 Nov
	
	
	
	MIDTERM ORAL EXAM

	22 Nov
	
	
	
	MIDTERM ORAL EXAM

	Mon 26 Nov
	
	How to have a debate lecture. Debate topic development in class.  

Pronunciation practice: -ed endings, IPA review
	Assign debate teams.  He Knows Too Much 1-35. Students prepare and defend an argument objectively. 4 hours
	Student participation and discussion

	27 Nov
	
	Debate movie
	Debate development

3 hour
	Strength of team argument, application of lecture material, participation 

	28 Nov

	
	Debate movie discussion and argument development
	Students analyze other viewpoints to the debate topic. 
	Class discussion

	29 Nov

	
	He knows too much quiz and discussion
	He Know too much 36-70
	Quiz

	Mon 3 Dec

	
	Student debates practice
	Debate practice 2 hours
	Class participation, individual grades

	4 Dec

	
	He knows too much quiz and discussion
	He knows too much 70-end. Written assignment
	Quiz and participation 

	5 Dec

	
	I have a dream – reading and activity on speeches
	Preparation of speech with Powerpoint 5 hours
	Graded process speech

	6 Dec
	
	Group activity-planning
	Preparation of speech with Powerpoint 5 hours
	Graded process speech

	Mon 10 Dec
	
	Exam preparation
	Prepare for final, review reader notes 5.5 hours
	Discussion 

	11 Dec

	
	Exam preparation 
	Revision 4 hours
	NA

	12 Dec

	
	EXAM
	EXAM
	FINAL ORAL PROJECT 

	13 Dec
	
	EXAM
	EXAM
	FINAL ORAL PROJECT

	Mon 17 Dec
	
	EXAM
	EXAM
	FINAL WRITTEN EXAM

	 18 Dec
	
	Review of exam in class
	NA
	GRADES READY

	      19 Dec
	
	One-on-one feedback
	NA
	NA

	
	
	
	
	


4. METHODOLOGY

	Based on the Communicative Approach, or notional-functional approach, this course ¨aims to make communicative competence the goal of language teaching and develop procedures for the teaching of the four language skills that acknowledge the interdependence of language and communication.¨ While this approach has various interpretations, peer work, group problem solving, and focus on different types of communicative purpose are at its core, and are exemplified in the projects required in this course. Breen and Candlin describe the role of the learner: ¨The role of the learner as negotiator – between the self, the learning process, and the object of learning – emerges from and interacts with the role of joint negotiator within the group and within the classroom procedures and activities which the group undertakes.  The implication for the learner is that he should contribute as much as he gains, and thereby learn in an interdependent way.¨ They go on to describe the role of the teacher in Communicative Language Teaching: ¨The teacher has two main roles: the first role is to facilitate the communication process between all participants in the classroom, and between these participants and the various activities and texts.  The second role is to act as an independent participant within the learning-teaching group.  The latter role is closely related to the objectives of the role and arises from it. These roles imply a set of secondary roles for the teacher; first, as an organizer of resources and as a resource himself, second as a guide within the classroom procedures and activities… A third role for the teacher is that of researcher and learner, with much to contribute in terms of appropriate knowledge and abilities, actual and observed experience of the nature of learning and organizational capacities.¨ (Breen, M. and C. N. Candlin. 1980. The essentials of a communicative curriculum in language teaching. Applied Linguistics 1 (2): 89-112. Additional roles for teachers are needs analyst, counselor and group process manager.


5.  ASSESSMENT
	1. Participation:  You will be rewarded for participation. You cannot participate if you are absent. Since this is a participatory class, your score will be adjusted for non-participation if you are not here, or if you are here, but are not actively participating. 
If you speak Spanish in class, your grade will go down!
2. Absences:  There is a strict policy at this university limiting absences to six per course in a regular bimester.   Finally, any in-class exercises, quizzes, or exams missed cannot be made up.  Please note that it is your responsibility to keep track of your own absences and monitor your own time.  Three tardies equal one absence.
3. Discussion Etiquette and Behavior:  Much of this course focuses on the verbal and written exchange of ideas, perspectives, and experience in the form of class discussions. Therefore, we may each give and receive ideas, some of which we may agree, disagree, or even find offensive; however, they are each absolutely necessary to the intellectual inquiry we pursue in this course and in the university.  Please interact with me, one another, and the texts we read with civility and respect for both the ideas and the people who present them.

4. Plagiarism/Cheating:   Don’t plagiarize. Don’t claim someone else’s work as your own. Cheating on quizzes and exams is a form of plagiarism. See the office of Idiomas for further information on the UEES cheating policy. 
**A Final Word:   It is your responsibility to read and understand the content of this syllabus.  If you remain in the class, you are tacitly agreeing to abide by these rules and standards.


.  EVALUATION
	Part 1:

Homework, quizzes & participation


25 points

Midterm Exam (Oral presentation 50%, written 50%) 25 points

Part 2:

Homework, quizzes & participation


25 points 
Final Exam  (Debate 50%, written exam 50%) 
25 points 

Total number of points:


              100 points
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