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1. DESCRIPTION
Principles of Composition is a writing course designed to enable the student through practice and revision to demonstrate an acceptable standard of written expression by application of a variety of writing styles. The focus is upon description, exposition and argumentation. Critical writing, reading and thinking are also stressed. Course requirements include completion of a research paper, creation of a writing portfolio, participation on debates and oral presentations. This course helps you develop your writing. You will write as students in many fields and as citizens of a complex, multicultural society. Part of becoming a member of society is to read its great writers, so we will read examples of great essays on which to model writing.  You will write and revise thoughtful papers targeted to a variety of audiences, trying your hand at descriptive, expository, and argumentative writing, including some that is research-based.  With hard work and attention to detail, you will come to better understand what makes good writing, what ideas are important in contemporary society, how to provide effective feedback on one another’s writing, and how to improve your writing.
2. OBJECTIVES
	· Enabling students to learn the principles, practices, and processes of research writing and documentation, allowing their own voice and authority to be informed and enriched by the ideas of others, to pose and refine interesting questions, problems, hypotheses, to find and evaluate credible and useful sources, to evaluate the content of what they read, to develop student’s knowledge of a range of methods for producing worthwhile researched projects. 

· Allowing students to  become involved in the processes of writing so that they see the "finished" essay as a part of a continuing process of engagement with their ideas while they learn the meaning of "substantive revision;" also to give them a sense of audience reactions to their own writing so that they can write with greater sensitivity to others 
· Making students learn the rhetoric of argumentation and evidence within their own processes of research writing so that you can present your ideas powerfully and convincingly 
· Enabling students to gain practice with using conventional spelling, punctuation, and mechanics of written academic discourse 


3. GENERAL COMPETENCIES
	When finishing this course students will be able to:

· write college-level expository and argumentative/persuasive essays
· write essays appropriate for a variety of purposes
· write essays appropriate for a variety of audiences
· utilize existing and emerging technologies when completing their writing assignments
· demonstrate fundamental critical thinking skills


4. PROGRAMATIC CONTENT
	DATE
	SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES
	CONTENT
	HOMEWORK (96 HRS.)
	EVALUATION

	
	
	Subject(s) to be covered
	Assignment & number of allotted hours-specify pages to be read.
	How assignment will be evaluated.  Be specific.

	Session 1
	Allowing students to understand the course aims and the importance of writing in English
	Class Introduction, policies, materials, reading assignments, group formation, breaking the Ice exercises. Writing an introduction to autobiography

	Autobiography / Pre-Assessment Assignment (4 hrs)
	Class discussion

	Session
 2
	Demonstrate understanding of the basic concepts of writing. 

	Introduction to the Writing Portfolio/The Writing Process/Intro. to Writing Journal  
	Short Prose Reader Pp(1-50)

Writing Journal (3 hrs)
	Peer Editing

Student Participation

	Sessions
 3 - 4
	Produce text containing a variety of sentence lengths and structures, including some complex sentences and college level vocabulary.
	The Academic Paragraph / Topic Sentences/ Controlling Ideas / In-class writing assignment non specific. In class exercises
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(1-26)(2hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Session 5
	Demonstrate understanding of the principles of the writing process.
	Narrating
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(28-50) (2hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Sessions
6-7
	
	Narrating/ Grammar Needs Focus based upon the Pre-Assessment Assignment (will vary upon class and their specific needs and teacher will choose outside sources) 
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(28-50) (2hrs)

Narrative Essay Assignment (4 hours)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Sessions
8-9

	Compose well-developed descriptive essays that maintain focus and coherence.
	Describing / In-class Assignment 
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(51-69)

Short Prose Pp (98-136) (4 hrs)
	Writing Assignment
Student Participation

	Session 10
	
	Quiz 1 
	
	

	Session
11
	Edit their own writing for generally accurate spelling, grammar, diction, and mechanics.
	Grammar Focus 
	Grammar Exercises 

Writing Journal (3 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Sessions
12-13
	Be able to distinguish among general ideas, specific evidence, and analysis of evidence to critique expository text and apply these distinctions in their own writing.
	Causes & Effects 

	Developing Comp Skills Pp(70-96, 170-200)

Short Prose Pp(382-421)(2 hrs)

	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Session 14
	
	Quiz 2
	
	

	Session
15
	
	General Review for Exam
	Study for Exam           (6 hrs)
	Writing exercises, peer editing. 

	Session 16
	
	MID TERM

	 
	 

	Sessions 

17 -18-19
	Demonstrate critical comprehension of text.  Identify and interpret common literary devices.
	Analyzing Processes 
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(97-116)

Short Prose Pp(338-380)(2 hrs)

	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Sessions
20-21
	Demonstrate their knowledge of strategies to follow an author's logic in text.

	Comparing and Contrasting
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(117-141)

Short Prose Pp(218-253)(2 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Session 22
	
	Quiz 3 
	
	

	Session 23
	Edit their own writing for generally accurate spelling, grammar, diction, and mechanics.
	Grammar Focus
	Grammar Exercises (TBA) (2 hrs)

Journal Writing (2 hrs) 

	Grammar Exercises

Student Participation

	Sessions
24-25-26
	Demonstrate critical thinking by identifying and analyzing personal experiences that affect their interpretation of text.
	Classifying

	Developing Comp Skills Pp(143-169)
Short Prose Pp(294-337)(2 hrs)

	Writing Assignment
Student Participation

	Session 27
	Demonstrate their knowledge of text structure by annotating and summarizing, note-taking, and acquiring retention strategies used to study advanced expository texts and college level vocabulary.
	Class presentation, analyzing critically a reading


	Critical Writing -  Richard L. Epstein


	Presentation

	Session 

28 - 29
	Be able to distinguish among general ideas, specific evidence, and analysis of evidence to critique expository text and apply these distinctions in their own writing.
	Analyzing essays. 
	Critical Writing -  Richard L. Epstein


	Group Activity

	Session 30
	
	FINAL EXAM

	 Final Essay due
	 


5. WORK METHODS

Audio, Visual, Group work, Presentations, Discussions, Debates, Directed Readings, Directed Writing, Edition
 6. EVALUATION
Presentations, group analysis, group projects, quizzes, assignments
7. CLASSROOM POLICIES
	YOU MUST E-MAIL THE INSTRUCTOR ANY CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING SPECIAL SITUATIONS SUCH AS ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS, ASSIGNMENTS, GRADES, SCHEDULE, ETC.
(a) Attendance to class is critical to both offer speakers an audience and to develop critical listening skills.
(b) If you are present in class and you are not listed in the Attendance List, it is your responsibility to let me know within the second week of class. If you fail to do so, you WILL FAIL the class despite any grades you t have obtained during the course.

(c) There are NO make-up exams and/or quizzes or other activities.

(d) All assignments must be submitted/presented on the date due. Late assignments MAY be accepted, but MAY be penalized.
(e) Academic dishonesty is absolutely unacceptable. This includes, but is not limited to: using another person’s work as your own, and using contents of any media such as newspapers, magazines, websites, etc, without proper and explicit citation. This will be considered PLAGIARISM and penalized with zero points, the first time and denounced to de Dean’s office the second time.

(f) Students will review and check quizzes and exams with a feedback process of the answers, if there is not any complain or questions they will sign up the exam and no further claim will be accepted.  

(g) Cell-phones or other noisy devices must be turned off before class begins. If a cell phone rings during class the student will be invited to leave the classroom and an absence will be stated for that class.
(h) No food and/or beverages allowed in the classroom, except water.

(i)  E-mail and METIS will be our main communication tool.  I will use it to let you know any changes on the syllabus, to send you reading material, assignments, to make special announcements, and for other class purposes.  Therefore you must check METIS and your e-mail every day.  In turn, you should use it to send due assignments if you have a reasonable justification to miss class, therefore avoiding your grade to be penalized.

(j) If you have any questions about the class and/or this syllabus, it is your responsibility to let me know as soon as possible. 
Class Activities and Expectations
· You will create several writing portfolios, one at a time, as well as a semester-long research portfolio project. Some portfolios, including the research portfolio, include several research and writing assignments.

· To prepare for presentations and group discussion, you must print out your work BEFORE class and be ready to start the presentation or discussion at the beginning of class. 
· We will have presentation and/or discussion for most of your drafts. For classroom presentations/discussion, bring enough copies of your work for your group (most groups will have three people).

· On some days, you will write during class, alone or in collaboration with someone. 

· Each day attend ready to discuss assigned readings. We often begin discussion with a question for which you will write a response to turn in (along with sensible and reasonable discussion, daily writings form part of your participation grade). 

· In discussions, you must clearly demonstrate that you have thoughtfully marked or noted passages from the reading (highlighter is okay, but notes are better so you can remember what made you notice the marked text). 
Format for Papers
· Use the Modern Languages Association (MLA) Format for papers: 

· The paper should be typed and double-spaced, on standard A4 paper, 11-12 points Times New Roman font style, 1.5 space between lines.
· A header with consecutive page numbering should appear on the upper right-hand corner of each page starting with page two, not the first page. 

· In the first page enter the title of the paper,  the author (your) name, course instructor’s name, course name/number, and the date. (For my course, you may also specify the version—either the draft number or the final.) 

· Put text citations in your texts whenever you use a source, and make a Works Cited list (MLA style) of sources for every paper that uses a source.  


8. BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
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Developing Composition Skills – Mary K. Ruetten
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