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1.  COURSE DESCRIPTION

	Language 101 is a foundational course designed to help students develop their written English skills by application of a variety of writing styles.  Writing prompts will draw on assigned readings, class discussions, and individual experience.  Students are expected to gain confidence in their capabilities to express themselves better in writing.

Language 101 is the last in the sequence of English “bridge” courses, so-called because their intent is to help Non-native English-speaking students more completely make a transition to learning and communicating in English.  To that end, we will interact with and respond to texts in ways that should assist you with your university work and beyond, whatever discipline or field of study you pursue.  A variety of texts will be examined, and you will be assigned both informal and formal writing exercises.  Importantly, as you read and write, you will converse with one another, asking questions and introducing different perspectives to invite each other to see your subjects, your writing, and yourselves in new or more complex ways.


	2. OBJECTIVES
a.GENERAL

The general objective of this course is to provide writing instruction for a number of common paper types starting with the academic paragraph and continuing with a number of the most common essay types.  Students will do this via the “Writing Process” and they will also work on specific grammar needs decided by the teacher at the beginning of the class.


b. SPECIFIC 

	After taking this course, students will be able to produce well-developed, coherent essays in English.  They will be able to do this via the “Writing Process” which includes brainstorming, planning, writing, proofreading, and revision.  Students will learn how to write a narrative essay, descriptive essay, cause and effect essay, process analysis essay, compare and contrast essay, and a persuasive essay.


3. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE


	Date
	Content
	Homework  (96 hrs)
	Evaluation

	October 29

1
	Introduction to Writing/What is PLAGIARISM

 In-class assignment
	Autobiography / Pre-Assessment Assignment (2 hrs)
	

	October 30

2
	Introduction to The Writing Process/Intro. to Writing Journal  AUTOBIOGRAPHY DUE
	WAW  (Ch. 1)

Writing Journal based on all Writing About the World Essays (2 hrs)
	Peer Editing

Student Participation 

	October 31

3
	The Academic Paragraph / Topic Sentences/ Controlling Ideas 
	Developing Comp Skills (3-27)


	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov. 1

4
	The Academic Paragraph / Topic Sentences/ Controlling Ideas / In-class writing assignment (Cont.)
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(28-50)(2hrs)


	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 5

5
	Narrating
	WAW (22-27, 43-51) (2hrs)


	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 6

6
	Narrating/ Grammar Needs Focus based upon the Pre-Assessment Assignment (will vary upon class and their specific needs and teacher will choose outside sources) 
	Narrative Essay Assignment (4 hours)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 7

7
	NARRATIVE ESSAY DUE

Peer Group Evaluations
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(51-69)

Grammar Exercises(TBA)

Writing Journal (4hrs)
	Teacher Revision 

	Nov 8

8
	Describing / In-class Assignment 
	WAW (76-82) (2 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 12

9


	Describing / In-class Assignment 
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(51-69)

WAW  (57-64) (2 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 13

10
	Describing/In-class assignment
	Descriptive Essay Assignment (6 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 14

11
	DESRIPTIVE ESSAY DUE

Peer evaluations
	Grammar Exercises (TBA)

Writing Journal (2 hrs)
	Teacher Revision

	Nov 15

12 
	Exam Review
	Study for Exam (4 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 19

13
	MIDTERM EXAM

JOURNALS DUE
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(70-96, 170-200)

WAW (277-279) (2 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 20

14
	Cause and Effect
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(70-96, 170-200)

 (4hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 21

15
	Cause and Effect


	Work on Cause & Effect Paper (4hrs)


	Writing Assignment

	Nov 22

16
	CAUSE & EFFECT DUE

Peer Evaluations
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(97-116)

(2 hrs)
	Teacher Revision

Student Participation

	Nov 26

17
	Analyzing Processes
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(97-116)

WAW (305-306, 313-316)(2 hrs)

Journal Writing 

Rewrite (2hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 27

18
	Analyzing Processes
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(97-116)

Process Analysis Essay (6 hrs)


	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Nov 28

19
	PROCESS ESSAY DUE

Peer Evaluations
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(117-141)

(2 hrs)
	Teacher Revision

Student Participation

	Nov 29

20


	Comparing and Contrasting
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(117-141)

WAW (321-323, 332-335)(2 hrs)

Rewrite (2hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Dec 3

21
	Comparing and Contrasting
	Developing Comp Skills Pp(117-141)

WAW (337-346)(2 hrs)

Comparing & Contrasting Essay(6 hrs)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Dec 4

22
	COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAY DUE

Peer Evaluation

Grammar focus
	Grammar Exercises (TBA) (2 hrs)

Journal Writing (2 hrs)

MLA Handout (2hrs)
	Grammar Exercises

Teacher Revision

	Dec 5

23
	MLA
	Outline Handout

WAW (410-417, 595-605) (4hrs)

Rewrite (2hr)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Dec 6

24
	Persuasion

Last day to turn in rewrites
	Persuasion Handout

Work on Persuasion Outline (2hrs)

Rewrite (2hr)
	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Dec 10

25
	Persuasion Outline Due

In class evaluation
	Work on Persuasion Paper (4hrs)


	Writing Assignment

Student Participation

	Dec 11

26
	Outlines returned


	Work on Persuasion Paper (4hrs)


	Teacher Revision

Student Participation

Grammar Exercises

	Dec 12

27


	PERSUASIVE PAPERS DUE

Peer Review


	WAW (534-538, 543-553) (4hrs)


	Student Participation / Feedback

	Dec 13

28
	Final Persuasion papers due
	
	

	Dec 17

29
	Final Exam review
	
	

	Dec 18

30
	Final Exam

JOURNALS DUE
	
	Final Exam 

	Dec 19

31
	Grades
	
	


4.   METHODOLOGY

	Writing courses such as this one are not simply lecture courses per se.  While lecture components are incorporated into the classroom format, this is a participatory writing and reading course that requires the active, constant, and consistent engagement in classroom discussion and activities on the part of all students.  Students will be expected to incorporate critical thinking and reading skills in all classroom and out-of-classroom activities.  Each day’s activities MAY include a lecture component, large and/or small group discussions, reading and responding to each other’s work, writing exercises, and other interactive activities. 

The assigned readings for this class include pages from both text.  Occasionally other readings – including this syllabus! – may be assigned.  Not all of the reading material will be discussed, but may be tested upon; therefore, it is the responsibility of each student to read and know the material assigned.  

Questions on the mid-term exam may cover any material assigned for reading during the term, as well as any additional material discussed.  Questions on the final examination may cover any material assigned for reading during the entire term, as well as any additional material discussed during the term.  Questions may be in a variety of formats, including:  multiple-choice, short written answers, narrative, and essay.  

In addition to daily homework, there will be a writing assignment due every WEEK. Journals are due on the day of the midterm and final.  Students will receive a copy of the assignment either in writing.  Formatting guidelines for these assignments is outlined in this syllabus, and are strictly enforced.   

Peer interaction is a crucial component of a participatory writing class.  Peer interaction includes, but is not limited to, discussion and exchange of opinions, both verbally and in writing, the reading and commenting on the work of others.


5.  ASSESSMENT

	Participation:  Remember, this is a participatory course that requires your active, constant, and consistent engagement in classroom discussion and activities.  Please note that if you do not participate, you will lose points.  In a like manner, if you are engaged in work for other classes, outside activities, sleeping, or otherwise giving indication of not paying attention, you will lose points.  Points for non-participation will be deducted from your accrued (non-Exam) score.  You are expected to attend regularly and on time, and to prepare thoughtfully for each class session.  If you come to class unprepared, you will lose points.  Since this is a participatory class, your score will be adjusted for non-participation if you are not here, or if you are here, but are not actively participating.

Absences:  There is a strict policy at this university limiting absences to six per course in a regular bimester.  Note that these absences are for any reason, including illness, family emergencies, trips, team sports, school-sponsored activities, work-related travel, or anything else.  That means that you cannot pass this course if you have more than six absences even if you work is otherwise acceptable.  If you are absent on a day work is due and you have not turned in the work prior to the class missed, it will not be accepted.  Finally, any in-class exercises, quizzes, or exams missed cannot be made up.  Please note that it is your responsibility to keep track of your own absences and monitor your own time.  If by missing class, you do not receive instructions for any assignments due at a later date, it is your responsibility to obtain that information from other sources (like your peers).  

Late Work:  Late work will not be accepted.  This includes work assigned during the early days of a bimester for students who sign up late.  If you know you will be absent, it is imperative that you submit your work prior to the date and time it is due. 
 Remember: in-class assignments, including all presentations and activities, cannot be made up if a class is missed.  

Tardiness:  Classes begin promptly at the scheduled time.  If you aren’t in the classroom at five minutes after the time class is assigned to begin, you will be counted tardy (the same is true if you decide to leave class five minutes early—if you are both late and leave early, you will be counted absent on that day).  If you arrive to class ten minutes after the scheduled beginning of class, you will be counted as absent.  (The university policy states that if you are more than five minutes late or leave more than five minutes early, you are officially absent.)  One last word of caution:  if you discover you will be so late for class that you will be counted absent, you may be inclined to decide to skip class altogether that day; however, remember that late work is not accepted, so if work is due in class, it would be best if you attend the class (plus, you risk missing important information from in-class discussions that will appear later).

Behavior:   Disruptive behavior, including excessive talking (other than class discussion), note-passing, discrimination or disrespect towards anyone in class, disregard of or failure to follow classroom guidelines and procedures, using cell phones, and/or any lack of respect or courtesy will not be tolerated and will result in consequences for your grade and your academic standing at UEES.  Similarly, the material we read, and the discussions we engage in, may not be possibly offensive.  Note that I will not tolerate any disrespect—that means to me, your peers, or in reference to the material we read and discuss in class.  Insults, slanderous language, disrespect for other’s beliefs, sexual orientation, ethnicity, or anything else will not be tolerated. 

Electronic Devices:  No personal electronic devices of any kind are allowed to be visible or used in this class, except those required for medical conditions.  That means all cell phones, pagers, personal listening devices (radios, cd players, iPods, etc.), laptops, computer notebooks, and other devices must be turned completely off and kept out of sight.  

Plagiarism/Cheating:   When you knowingly submit someone else’s ideas or words as your own, you are plagiarizing.  In this class you will be aware of and learn the conventions for proper attribution of your sources.  Plagiarism is an act of intentional deception that is not only dishonest, but one which robs you of the most important product of education—actual learning.  If you are found to have plagiarized someone else’s work, or to have knowingly allowed your own work to be misused by another, you will automatically receive a score of zero for the assignment.
Assignment Guidelines:

· To complete in-class assignments and exercises, students must bring standard-sized lined paper and writing utensils to every class.  

· All out of class assignment must be typed: double-spaced, one-inch margins, page numbers, name, date, class and assignment name in top right corner.

· You may rewrite any essay in which you wish a higher grade.  If you receive lower than a 70%, you must rewrite the essay. You have one week from the time you receive the essay back to rewrite it.  If you do not rewrite it you will keep the original grade. 


	EACH PARTIAL:   

         80 %:   Essays and journals  

         20 %  Homework and  Participation (peer reviews)

         100% : Total /
                 100% :   Exam 

· 100 points TOTAL 
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