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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Welcome to Composition 2!  Composition 2 is designed to help students develop college level writing.  We will cover a variety of genres, while occasionally reviewing English grammar, usage, vocabulary, and punctuation.  The course stresses the link between good reading and good writing skills.  This course not only prepares you to write in the academy, the college experience and higher education is its theme.  This semester we will read and watch works on American education.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES
To develop college level writing skills;  to recognize the differences between personal and college writing;  to polish English grammar, usage, vocabulary, and punctuation skills;  to understand the link between good reading and good writing skills; to familiarize yourself with American higher education.   
COURSE METHODOLOGY

Language 102 is not a lecture course.  Although I may lecture, student participation – your participation – will determine the level of learning that takes place in the class and the success or failure of the course.  I expect you to contribute to class everyday and will grade the quality and the quantity of your contributions.  You must be actively and consistently engaged.  This means you must speak and actively listen to your classmates.  I expect you to share your knowledge and learning with the class and with the small groups we form.  In class presentations of your work will be an expected part of the class.  

Writing and Workshops.  Workshopping means reading your written assignments aloud to a peer group and then discussing strategies for revision.  After we workshop a paper, we will share the insights and corrections we gained in these small peer groups with the class as a whole to generate discussion of the best writing practices.  Because this course emphasizes the process of writing as well as the product, you will be asked to produce more than one draft of some of your writing assignments.  Therefore, save all your work until the end of the bimester for revision. 
Reading.  Because good writers are good readers, we will practice close reading skills, analyzing form and content to understand the assigned reading and develop paper topics. 

Authority.  As a writer you need to have confidence in your own authority.  You need to believe that you have something worth saying and that it is worth saying well.  Therefore, you will share your knowledge and ideas in class and with your group while insisting on their comments and helpful criticisms.  In your groups you will share the role and authority of an editor, discovering what makes a good editor and good writing.  

Responsibility.  Inherently, this course depends on you.  You must assume a high level of responsibility for the quality of your writing and class participation.  Because you will work together regularly in small groups, you will need to be active, committed participants in your groups as well as in class.  

Presentations:  Students should be prepared to present their work before the class and generate discussion questions that lead the class in discussion of the assigned reading.

EVALUATION.

Midterm exam:

 
25%
  


Final Exam:     

 
25%

Quizzes, Participation, Papers:
50%


Evaluation Criteria:  Essays.  I will evaluate essays based on the quality of writing and sometimes the improvement from earlier drafts.  All papers must reach the required length and demonstrate a sincere engagement with the material:  papers less than the required length will be penalized.  All work for this class must be typed.  With the exception of in-class writing, no untyped work will be accepted.  In addition to a grade, I will provide comments on your papers.  

Daily Participation.  This course rewards talking.  Anything that encourages classroom conversation about the subject at hand is considered good participation;  anything that discourages or distracts from class conversation is considered poor participation.  Good participation carries discussion further by adding to what others have said.  Poor participation cuts short or leads discussion down ends.  There regular writing exercises in class will help judge preparation and stimulate class discussion.  Participation credit must be earned each day.  
CLASS POLICIES.  
No electronic equipment in class.  Cell phones must be off and out of sight.  Don’t eat, drink, smoke, do your homework or anything else unrelated to the course while in class.  

Late papers.  No late papers will be accepted.  Therefore, leave time to print your paper and make copies before class;  i.e. don’t come to class with a disk that wouldn’t print and don’t come late because of printer or copier problems.  If you are sick, have a classmate bring a copy of your paper before class.  If you are absent, you can avoid late penalties by having a friend turn it in or emailing it to me.  However, no paper will ever be graded when turned in by e-mail.  Turn in your paper copy as soon as possible.  Sometimes, I will collect electronic copies of your papers, to use as examples in class, to write exams or for my records.  

Attendance.  Obviously, you cannot participate or contribute on days that you are not present and most in-class work cannot be made up.  When you are absent you either inconvenience me or get your course assignments and notes second hand from your classmates.  But most importantly your attendance builds a serious learning environment:  the class as a whole does better when all members consistently and reliably demonstrate a commitment to learning and working together.  You begin the semester with two excused absences.  After two absences, your course grade goes down rapidly.  (Know you have to miss certain days?  Use the first day survey to explain why.) Each absence will affect your participation evaluation.  It is UEES policy that if you miss more than six classes you will fail.  (Students missing class due to late registration will begin the bimester with those days counted as absences.)  
Late arrival/early departure.  Coming late is very disruptive and will hurt your participation grade.  Students more than 10 minutes late may attend class but will be marked absent.  If you leave early you will be marked absent.  

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another’s words or ideas.  It is a violation of UEES policies and will result in failure for the course.  When you consult sources for a paper you must document both direct language (quotations) and ideas.  Plagiarism that is the result of sloppy documentation will affect your course grade.  Consult me and a writing handbook on documentation if you have questions.  

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Conferences.  You may be required to attend scheduled meetings to discuss your work.  These meetings will replace and count as classes.  The attendance policy applies to scheduled conferences.  Bring your essays, drafts, and any questions you may have to your conference.  

E-mail.  You need a working e-mail account that you check regularly.  If you do not have an account, then after this class your assignment is to find out how to set one up and get it working immediately.  E-mail will help facilitate group and individual communication.  
Material.  Floppy disks, zip disks, or cds to back up your out-of-class writing.  A black pen for exams and quizzes; when called for, a red pen for corrections.  
BIBLIOGRAPHY:  The following books:  The Opening of the American Mind, Lawrence Levine,  Revising Prose, Richard Lanham.  Additional essays may be used.  In order to succeed in this class, you need: a college-level English dictionary, a Spanish -to- English dictionary.  
OTHER PROFESSOR INFORMATION
Stanley Jackson  e-mail: sjackson@uees.edu.ec
Degrees/Institution:
A.B., English / Cornell University 




M.A., English / University of Wisconsin – Madison




Ph.D., English / University of Wisconsin – Madison
First Day Questionnaire

Name:  





Email:

Possible Major:  




Telephone #:
Are you enrolled in this class and section?        

Are you considering dropping this class or changing sections?
Number of credits this semester:


Do you understand the definition of plagiarism?

What are websites you regularly visit?

Beyond personal issues (friends, family, finishing school, etc), what things do you care most about in the world right now?  

Please answer the following questions as specifically as possible.  Your responses will be kept confidential.  Is there any reason why you might not be able to perform up to your own standards this semester or that you can expect to be absent on specific dates?  (In the past other students have mentioned family illness or commitments, relationship issues, sports schedules, unusually large course loads or job commitments.)  

Summer 2007 Schedule
Overview of assignments
Reading and film:  Contexts

The Opening of the American Mind, Lawrence Levine.

Revising Prose, Richard Lanham.
Contemporary education news

Wikipedia articles, policies and procedures

Breaking Away
Hoop Dreams

Goodwill Hunting

From the personal to the academic

My writing:  Write about writing

Film Reactions:  First impressions

Film Summary:  Documentary and recounting

Film Analysis:  Assumptions and comparisons

Partisan writing and revisions:

College sports:  “The wrong call”

University advertising:  “The best school”

Politics:  “The right choice”

Research, documentation, and sources:

Research for Wikipedia

Presentations:

Leading class discussion

Exams:

Writing exam questions

W 6-26
Introductions to each other and the course:  Writing and college

Wikipedia assignment 
R 6-27
Due:  First paper:  “My Writing”

Wikipedia division of work in classs.  

Film: Breaking Away
M 7-2
Film: Breaking Away
T 7-3
Due:  Breaking Away reaction paper

Due:  Identification questions for Breaking Away
Discuss Breaking Away
Discuss Partisan Writing assignment
W 7-4
Due:  First partisan writing assignment:  College sports

Workshop

R 7-5
Due:  Second partisan writing assignment:  University advertising

Workshop

F 7-6
Due:  Third partisan writing assignment:  politics

Workshop

Film: Hoop Dreams
M 7-9
Due:  revisions and original drafts of all three partisan writing assignments and analysis

Due:  Partisan writing questions

Film: Hoop Dreams
T 7-10
Film Hoop Dreams

W 7-11
Due:  Hoop Dreams summary assignment

Due:  Hoop Dreams identification questions

Due:  Wikipedia update 1
Discuss:  Hoop Dreams 

Discuss: Lanham assignments
R 7-12
Lanham presentation Chapter 1

Due:  Sample rewrite assignment 1

F 7-13
Lanham presentation Chapter 2

Due:  Sample rewrite assignment 2

M 7-16
Lanham presentation Chapter 3 and 4

Due:  Sample rewrite assignment 3

Discuss:  Good bad prose writing assignment
T 7-17
Due:  Good Bad Prose assignment

Wikipedia update 2
Midterm review

Sign up for conferences
W 7-18
Midterm:  Films, Lanham, and partisan writing

R 7-19
Midterm:  Films, Lanham, and partisan writing

M 7-23
Student conferences

(Holiday?)
T 7-24
Student conferences 

Wikipedia update 3
W 7-25
Student conferences 

R 7-26
Levine presentation Part I

Contemporary examples:  Iraq War Memorials debate

Due:  Summaries Levine and questions

M 7-30
Levine presentation Part II
Contemporary examples:  Curriculum debate

Due:  Summaries Levine and questions

T 7-31
Levine presentation Part III epilogue

Contemporary examples:  Immigration

Due:  Summaries Levine and questions
Discuss:  Wikipedia assignment
W 8-1
In class work on Wikipedia assignment
R 8-2
Library/research day

M 8-6
Due:  Wikipedia assignment
Due: Questions on Wikipedia

Film:  Good Will Hunting
T 8-7
Film:  Good Will Hunting
W 8-8
Film:  Good Will Hunting
R 8-9
Due:  Good Will Hunting paper topics and questions

Discuss:  Good Will Hunting
Discuss: Good Will Hunting assignment
M 8-13
Due:  Good Will Hunting assignment

Due:  Last day for Wikipedia entry to be posted.  

Final review and food
T 8-14
Final:  Levine, Wikipedia, Good Will Hunting
W 8-15
Final:  Levine, Wikipedia, Good Will Hunting
Do you have any questions about the requirements? 

Do you think the expectations are clear and fair?  

