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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course examines the evolution of rural and urban lifestyle from the 19th and 20th Centuries and focuses on lifestyle in Coastal and Andean Ecuador as we transition into 21st Century. Students will analyze the influence of communication and information technologies in functionality and will look at rural vs urban life in Ecuador. 
2.  OBJECTIVES 

a. GENERAL

This course examines rural and urban issues in the country as we enter the 21 st century and how these issues affect the environment and the people from Ecuador. Students will be compelled to examine these issues in detail and come up with possible solutions to urban, rural and ecological issues facing the nation today.
b. SPECIFIC 

. Gain knowledge about the impact that human activity and architecture causes on the environment.  
Examine how different issues that affect the cities, their inhabitants and the country are interconnected.
3. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE

	DATES & SESSIONS
	SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES 
	CONTENT
	NON CONTACT HOURS
	ASSESSMENT

	Session 1 July 2
	Introduction to Urban and Rural issues that have a direct effect on life in Ecuador
	Syllabus overview
	Individual research
	Class activity

	Session 2 July 3
	 
	Urban Life vs. City life, pros and cons 
	 
	Group activity

	Session 3 July 4
	Introduction to ecological problems 
	Essay:  What can you do as a designer to make your city better?
	 
	Class activity

	Session 4 July 5
	Introduction to ecological problems 
	Movie:  An Incovenient Truth (2006)
	 
	Class discution

	Session 5 July 9
	Urban issues:  Pruitt Igoe and the end of modernism
	Case Study:  Pruitt-Igoe
	 
	Class activity and discution

	Session 6 July 10
	Urban issues:  Modern Utopias
	Arcosanti and the city of Phoenix
	 
	Class activity and discution

	Session 7 July 11
	Rural Issues
	Alternatives to life in the cities:  Ecovillages
	 
	Class activity

	Session 8 July 12
	Ecological issues
	Movie:  Global Warming 2050, Documentary (2005)
	 
	Class discution

	Session 9 July 16
	Ecological issues  facing urban life
	How to make urban life sustainable
	Required reading
	Class activity

	Session 10 July 17
	Urban life
	Introduction to sustainable architecture
	 
	Class activity

	Session 11 July 18
	 
	Sustainable architecture around the world
	 
	Class activity

	Session 12 July 19
	Rural Life
	Rural issues in Ecuador
	Group research
	Group activity

	Session 13 July 23
	Rural lLife
	Class work:  From the paper clips students must find 5 rural or urban issues that affect the country
	 
	Group activity

	Session 14 July 24
	Urban Issues
	Housing:  Slums and suburbs
	Required reading
	Group activity

	Session 15 July 26
	Urban Issues
	ONG's in Ecuador dedicated to housing:  Habitat for Humanity and Hogar de Cristo
	Required reading
	Group activity

	Session 16 July 30
	Urban Issues
	Urban Sprawl and its consecuences on the environment
	 
	Class activity

	Session 17 July 31
	Urban Issues
	Eco Skyscrappers
	Required reading
	Class activity

	Session 18 August 1
	Urban Issues
	Project presentations
	 
	Class activity

	Session 19 August 2
	Urban Issues
	Project presentations
	 
	Class activity


4. METHODOLOGY

Students will develop the class content through research on the internet, books and newspapers.  Each class the students will receive the class theme and they be asked to browse on the computer lab for specific subjects. There will be a class discussion about the subjects and conclusions will be given at the end of the class.  
Students will be asked to write essays analyzing the different subjects researched on class.  Also, there will be required reading and group activities.  
5. ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION

Every asignment will have a maximum grade of 100 points.  The following aspects will take into consideration:

1. development and accomplishment of every step      40 points

2. investigation





        30 points

3. presentation





        30 points
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6.1 REQUIRED

WEB

www.defensiblespace.com
www.aia.org
www.arcosanti.org
www.greenpeace.org
www.habitat.org
www.wired.com
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