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I. Abstract 

 
Peruvian society has undergone a series of historical transformations enriched 
by Andean, Occidental, African and Amazonian traditions. These 
transformations will be addressed from a historical, anthropological, and 
sociological perspective. 
 

II. General Competencies 
 

At the end of the course students will be able to understand the main cultural 
transformations produced in Peruvian history from the beginning to the 
Independent period to current days.  
 

III. Specific Competencies   
   

Will comprehend and apply the methodological tools of history, combining with 
literature and popular art appreciation of particular periods and situations. 
 

IV. Methodology 
 

Classes combine interactive lectures and leading discussion sessions, based 
on a number of assigned readings, and complemented with visits to museums, 
libraries and local festivities.   
* Visits or fieldtrips are suggested activities. Students may organize those visits 
on their own as a complement of the course. Visits are not part of the program. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

V. Schedule and Learning Strategies  
 
W H Contents Schedule of Contents and 

Learning Strategies 
1 9 Postcolonial Peru: social 

and cultural colonial 
heritages, 1824-1870s 

Examines change and permanency 
after Independence, emphasizing 
cultural and social colonial heritages  
related to topics of slavery, Chinese 
population, and the tapada limeña 

2 3  
Rethinking the nation, 
1880s-1900 

Discusses issues of identity and 
nationhood at the outcome of the 
Pacific war and the period of 
National Reconstruction  

2 2  
Racial ideologies, and 
Indigenismo 

Describes Andean socio-economic 
and cultural transformations, and 
perceptions of Andean culture and 
race through the lens of Indigenismo
 

2 2  
Oligarchy rule, and the 
Amazon culture and 
economy, 1895-1919 
 

Discusses Oligarchy´s mentality, the 
hacienda system, and the export-
oriented economy, placing particular 
interest to “rubber boom” and its 
impact upon the environment and 
natives of the Amazonian region. 

2 2  
Populist challenge and 
Nationalism, 1919-1945 
 

Examines  issues related to popular 
culture and populist challenge, 
describing nationalist sentiment of 
the period through the voice of its 
great political leaders,  José Carlos 
Mariátegui and Víctor Raúl Haya de 
la Torre 
 
 

3 2 Midterm Exam 

3 3  
Andean communities, 
migration, and Lima´s 
shantytowns, 1950-1960 

Analyze the various social impacts 
of rural migration to the cities, 
including the trend toward 
urbanization, the raising of the 
informal sector, and new 
entrepreneurial mentalities 



3 4  
Migration, Chicha culture,  
and the rediscovering of 
African-Peruvian music and 
culture 
 

Discusses the cultural impacts of 
Andean migration to the cities as 
well as the issues related to the 
Afro-Peruvian culture and Andean 
popular music during the 1960s 

4 3  
The breakup of the old order, 
and new voices in the 1960-
70s 
 

Describes countercurrents and new 
ideologies regarding religion, literate 
discourses and poetry.   

4 3  
The agrarian problem, and 
the revolutionary military 
regime, 1968-1980 

 Emphasizes topics related to 
Andean communities, culinary 
culture, the agrarian problem, and 
the political and economic 
transformations of the period. 
 

4 3  
Populist rule and Terrorism, 
1980-1990s 

Analyzes the social, economic, and 
psychological impacts of the 
terrorism period, based on a number 
of individual reports and memories. 

5 3  
Neoliberalism and the 
informal sector, 1990-2000 
 

Discusses the political and 
economic transformations produced 
in Peru in the last decades of the 
twentieth century.  
 

5 4 Students final presentations   

5 2  
 

FINAL EXAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI. Evaluation 
 
Evaluation will be ongoing and will take in consideration a) students 
participation in class, including attendance, weekly readings and active 
participation in leading discussion sessions); b) students progress in research, 
final written report, and oral /power point presentation; c) Mid term exam; and d) 
Final exam. 
 
• 20% - Participation in class (attendance, participation in discussion sessions 

and attitude in class)  
10% - Average 1 
10% - Average 2 

• 30% - Ongoing evaluation (research project, final written work, and oral 
presentation) 

15% - Average 1 
15% - Average 2 

• 25% - Mid-term exam 
• 25% - Final Exam 

 
 
1. Percentage for the final score of the course 

 
N° Scheme % percentage 
1 Ongoing Evaluation 30% 
2 Class Participation 20% 
3 Mid Term Exam 25% 
4 Final Exam 25% 

 
2. Percentage for the Ongoing Evaluation (research projects, final written 

work, and presentations) and Participation in Class (attendance, 
discussion sessions and attitude in class) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluation N° Detailed 
percentage (%) Week 

1 50% 4 Ongoing 
Evaluation  

30% 
  2 50% 15 

1 50% 4  
Participation 

in Class 
20% 

 
2 50% 15 
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